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F OR 170 YEARS,  AKRON has been linked to the wider world—ever since John Brown, the famous abolitionist and Akron’s most consequential resident, traveled on behalf of Colonel Simon Perkins to the European capitals in 1846 
to market the wool that became Akron’s first international export. In the late nine-
teenth century, Akron industrialist Lewis Miller captured international accolades for 
the farm machinery manufactured at his Buckeye Mower Works, located where E. J. 
Thomas Hall stands today. In 1912, Goodyear Superintendent Paul Litchfield estab-
lished a beachhead for the company in Europe, and through the twentieth century, 
all Akron tire makers delivered rubber products to the rest of the world. Akron was 
an international city, and its correspondents delivered the city’s message of progress 
and prosperity to the world.
“Bringing the World to Akron,” a statement of identity embraced by the Akron 
Roundtable in its twentieth anniversary year, are five words that belie a complex 
local network—a spider’s web of community leaders—who have presented major 
speeches to Akron audiences for forty years.
Since its inception in 1976, important people with newsworthy messages have 
used the Roundtable podium to deliver thoughtful presentations on business, 
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science, civic and social movements, arts, and culture to the thought leaders of 
Greater Akron. Roundtable audiences are composed of business and civic leaders, 
government officials, academics, heads of nonprofit agencies, students, and citizens.
In 1976, the year of Roundtable’s founding, Akron’s five Fortune 500 companies 
had already developed extensive uses for computers in their businesses. Good-
year Aerospace in Akron manufactured the first computer used by the FAA for 
air traffic control—computers as big as a room to calculate trajectories for the 
guided missiles that Goodyear Aerospace was making for the government. Two 
companies on the west coast were gearing up for a revolution in computing. One 
was named Apple and one was named Microso.
It was America’s bicentennial year and the nation was still recovering om 
the headaches and national embarrassment of Watergate. The 1976 election saw 
Gerald Ford defeated by Jimmy Carter, the first candidate om the Deep South 
to win the White House since the Civil War. 
America was in transition in other ways, particularly with regard to the roles 
played by women. The debate over the Equal Rights Amendment was nearing its 
unsuccessful end. Strong opinions were exchanged about the Supreme Court’s 
1973 decision of Roe v. Wade. For the first time, reliable birth control was easily 
available, eeing women om random childbearing. Congress passed Title IX, 
which would attempt to equalize playing fields for women—in sports and in col-
lege applications. And a new national magazine with just two letters-and-a-dot, 
Ms. was about to make Gloria Steinem a national icon.
In Akron in 1976, John Ballard was mayor. Three commissioners governed 
Summit County, just like Ohio’s eighty-seven other counties. Akron residents 
had easy access to all that television had to offer—five channels, mostly in color, 
broadcast over the air. Cablevision, the city’s newest technological marvel, offered 
thirteen channels by subscription.
The city could still call itself “The Rubber Capital of the World,” although the 
veneer of the brand was beginning to fade as industry behemoths Goodyear, BF 
Goodrich, Firestone, and General were beginning to face the challenge of a new 
European invention, the radial tire. Akron’s community leaders could envision 
the impact that changes in technology, changes in gender roles, and issues of 
race and culture would have on the local community. They wanted to introduce 
a new public forum to Akron that would bring speakers om outside the com-
munity—with ideas that could affect Akron’s decision-making—to engage local 
leaders in a monthly meeting that in time could impact the inbreeding of ideas 
that marked Akron’s history. 
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Since its founding forty years ago, what has the Akron Roundtable accomplished?
It is the reliable venue for the Greater Akron community to meet its new lead-
ers—in government, in industry, in education, in civic and cultural affairs—and 
the place where established Akron leaders reflect on the city’s advancement and 
its challenges. It has become the place where “firsts” are announced. 
Roundtable is where the community celebrates its hometown success stories, 
Akronites who have achieved national recognition for their accomplishments. 
The city was never prouder than when Firestone High graduate Judith Resnick, 
one of the nation’s first female astronauts, gave her only Akron address to a packed 
house on October 18, 1984. Additionally, Roundtable is where Akron honored 
Pulitzer Prize-winning poet Rita Dove, CBS President John Backe, interna-
tionally known heart surgeon Dr. Gerald Austen, and New York Times writer R. W. 
“Johnny” Apple Jr. It was at Roundtable that Walter Bettinger II, president and 
CEO of Charles Schwab Corporation, and Michael Alkire, COO for Premier, 
the national healthcare performance improvement alliance, showed how two boys 
om Akron became leaders in their industries. One of the most respected and 
powerful people in setting national monetary policy for the United States, Sandra 
Pianalto, a St. Vincent High and University of Akron graduate, discussed her role 
Roundtable predecessor Akron Public Affairs Forum began in the ballroom of Akron City Club. 
Photo by Bruce Ford, courtesy of the city of Akron
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as president of the Cleveland Federal Reserve Bank. Linda Allard of Doylestown 
shared her journey to the top of the fashion industry for Ellen Tracy Fashion.
Almost every leader of the Akron Beacon Journal over four decades had the chance 
to discuss their views of journalism and the First Amendment with Roundtable 
audiences. Upon his arrival in Akron in September 1976, the new Beacon Jour-
nal Editor Paul Poorman—and first editor om out of town—used the forum to 
introduce himself to the community. Other editors who were Roundtable speak-
ers included Jan Leach in 1999 and Jim Crutchfield in 2002. Publishers James 
Gels (1985), John McMillion—who switched the aernoon paper to a morning 
edition (1986), Chris Harte (1990), John Dotson (1994 and 2000), and Mark 
Cohen (2015) all shared with Roundtable audiences a running account of the 
transformation of print media in the new digital age.
There were occasions when speakers returned to the podium to update pre-
vious speeches, but it is Akron’s fiy-ninth mayor Don Plusquellic who holds 
the record for the most Roundtable appearances—five. Beginning with his first 
appearance in 1988, he returned every four years for his quadrennial State of 
the City address until the Roundtable president decided he had earned “enough” 
contemplative suns by Don Drumm! 
His predecessor Roy Ray spoke to Roundtable as mayor-elect in 1979 and again 
in 1981. Mayor Tom Sawyer began the tradition of using the forum for the State 
of the City address in 1984.
George Voinovich was a three-time guest but spoke om three different job 
titles: mayor of Cleveland in 1987, governor of Ohio in 1991, and US senator 
in 1995. Governors James Rhodes (1977), Richard Celeste (1982), Robert Ta 
(1999), and John Kasich (2011) all spoke to Roundtable.
Congressmen John Seiberling and Tom Sawyer and Senators John Glenn, 
Mike DeWine, George Voinovich, Sherrod Brown, and Rob Portman used the 
Roundtable podium to interpret news om Washington. John Glenn spoke 
twice—in 1981 as a newly minted US senator and again in December 1998 aer 
becoming the world’s oldest astronaut. In 1998, at the age of seventy-seven, he 
delivered a valedictory speech to Roundtable and received a standing ovation.
And it became something of a rite of passage for the city’s corporate execu-
tives to appear before the Akron Roundtable. The first tire and rubber company 
CEO to use the podium was M. G. “Jerry” O’Neil, chairman of General Tire, 
in June 1977. Subsequent CEOs om General Tire and its progeny, GenCorp 
and OMNOVA Solutions, were Bill Reynolds in 1985, Jack Heckel in 1989, John 
Yasinsky in 1995, and Kevin McMullen in 2001.
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Akron Mayor Roy Ray addresses the Roundtable in 1979 at the Akron City Club, soon after being 
elected to ofce. Photo by Bruce Ford, courtesy of the city of Akron
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Every major Goodyear executive shared their vision for Akron’s most promi-
nent Fortune 500 firm, beginning in 1981 with Charles Pilliod. Pilliod’s Round-
table appearance coincided with his being named America’s top-rated CEO by 
the Wall Street Transcript. His successor as chairman and CEO, Robert Mercer, spoke 
shortly aer being elevated to the top job in 1983. Following the bruising battle 
with Sir James Goldsmith and the attempted takeover of the Akron company by 
the British “greenmailer,” Mercer returned to Roundtable in January 1987 to 
thank Akron for its support in the battle.
Goodyear Chairman, CEO, and President Tom Barrett spoke in March 1990, 
and his successor, Stanley Gault, spoke as Goodyear chairman and CEO in Feb-
ruary 1993. Six years prior, Gault was a Roundtable guest when he was chairman 
and CEO of Rubbermaid.
Goodyear’s President and CEO Samir Gibara spoke at the Roundtable plat-
form in May 1996. Upon Gibara’s retirement, Goodyear elevated Robert Keegan 
to the top job. In his 2004 speech to Roundtable, Keegan discussed the turn-
around strategies the Akron tire maker was employing to “right the ship.” The 
company had completed a comprehensive refinancing and restructuring of its 
debt and was reporting productivity improvements under a new three-year master 
labor contract in North America. Keegan was behind Goodyear’s 2007 deci-
sion to build its new world headquarters in Akron. In 2012, Keegan’s successor 
Richard Kramer discussed the advantages of the new facilities that kept three 
thousand people working in Akron.
One consequence of Goldsmith’s attack on Goodyear was the sale of its aero-
space division and the iconic East Akron building that continues to be known as 
“The Goodyear Airdock.” Aerospace presidents Maurice Jobe (1980) and Bob 
Clark (1982) spoke to Roundtable; they were followed in 1987 by the division’s 
buyer, Loral CEO Bernard Schwartz.
As the venerable Akron Firestone name gave way to acquisition by the Japanese 
company Bridgestone, Roundtable audiences had a ont seat to the company’s 
historic transition. CEOs Richard Riley (1980), John Nevin (1982), Lee Bro-
deur (1984), and George Aucott (1991) addressed Roundtable audiences, who also 
heard om Akira Yeiri, president of Bridgestone Corporation Tokyo, in 1989.
Akron’s oldest rubber company, which started on the banks of the Ohio & Erie 
Canal in 1870, was represented at Roundtable over the years as well. BF Goodrich 
Chairman John Ong spoke twice—in 1979 and 1993. Patrick Ross was chairman 
and CEO of the new joint venture Uniroyal-Goodrich Tire Company when he 
made his appearance in 1986, just before BF Goodrich was sold to competitor 
Michelin. When David L. Burner—the new chairman of what was then called 
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Goodrich Corporation—made his Roundtable appearance in 1997, the historic 
Akron company was out of the tire business and would soon relocate the Akron 
headquarters to South Carolina.
Because the community was focused on rubber and plastics, residents oen 
forget that Akron was home to another Fortune 500 company that was built om 
scratch in 1930. Two Akron brothers with an entrepreneurial bent founded 
Roadway Express, which would become the largest intercity motor carrier in the 
country. Its president Joe Clapp spoke to Roundtable in 1992, as did his successor 
Michael Wickham in 1997.
Ohio Edison executives provided Roundtable audiences with updates on its 
transitions to the new century. Justin Rogers, chairman of Ohio Edison, appeared 
in 1987. Willard R. Holland made his address in 1995 as president and CEO of 
Ohio Edison. In 2000, H. Peter Burg addressed Roundtable as chairman of a 
new conglomerate, FirstEnergy Corporation. Anthony Alexander, successor to 
the chair aer Burg’s untimely death, spoke in 2007. Charles Jones addressed 
Roundtable in December 2015 as FirstEnergy’s chairman and CEO.
Other changes in the economy of the community were on display before 
Roundtable over four decades. The banking and finance industries underwent 
a revolution. Howard Flood, president and CEO of First National Bank and the 
holding company First Bancorporation of Ohio, made his speech to Roundtable 
in 1993, not so much as a banker, but more as the leader of making downtown 
Akron a place of interest. Flood led the remodeling of the Art Deco YMCA build-
ing into the Canal Square residences. John Cochran, president and CEO of the 
new FirstMerit Corporation, spoke in 1996. Other Akron corporate executives 
who made use of the Roundtable platform included:
Glenn Meadows, president, McNeil Corporation (1979)  
William Zekan, chairman, A. Schulman (1988)  
David Brennan, chairman, Brenlin Group (1989)  
Tim Toppen, CEO, Veyance Technologies (2008)  
Joe Gingo, CEO, A. Schulman (2009)
Like the corporate CEOs, addressing the Akron Roundtable was a rite of pas-
sage utilized by every local university president. University of Akron Presidents 
Dominic Guzzetta (1981), William Muse (1985), Marion Ruebel (1997), Luis Pro-
enza (1999), and Scott Scarborough (2014) outlined their visions for the hilltop 
school before Roundtable. (Muse paid a return visit for Roundtable’s twentieth 
anniversary in 1996.) In October 1992, a record crowd greeted the first female 
president of the University of Akron, Peggy Gordon Elliott.
8 T H E A K R O N R O U N D TA B L E
Kent State University Presidents Brage Golding (1977), Michael Schwartz 
(1983), Carol Cartwright (1991, 2002), and Beverly Warren (2014) addressed 
Roundtable with their thoughts on higher education om the seat of the region’s 
other great public university.
The regional medical college NEOUCOM, later NEOMED, provided its lead-
ers as Roundtable guests over the years: Dr. Robert Liebelt in 1981, Dr. Lois Nora 
in 2004, and Dr. Jay Gershen in 2011. These were just some of the local leaders 
who illuminated the important issues of the day for the Roundtable audience. 
They were joined each year by nationally known figures who shared new ideas 
with the city’s thought leaders.
As this history was being written, the author was discussing the project with a 
member of the Leadership Akron Alumni Association who asked the provocative 
question, “Who didn’t speak to Roundtable that should have?” 
In the early years of Roundtable, women were noticeably absent om the 
podium, just as women were absent om leadership positions in business and 
government. (An exception was the forum’s fourth speaker in October 1976, Presi-
dent Carter’s Secretary of Housing and Urban Development Carla Hills.) Of fiy-
two speakers during Roundtable’s first five years, only three were women. For the 
women who were board members of Roundtable in the early days, Kathryn Vegso 
of the University of Akron, Kathryn Hunter of First Akron Corporation, Barbara 
Hiney of Goals for Greater Akron, and Marie Covington of BF Goodrich, it was 
a noticeable deficiency and the dearth of female speakers challenged them to seek 
out top-notch women leaders who would be willing to speak to Roundtable. 
The drought ended in June 1981, when Julia Walsh addressed Roundtable. 
Described by the Washington Business Journal as “the most powerful businesswoman in 
the nation’s capital, save Katharine Graham,” Walsh built her own stock brokerage 
in the seventies and was the first woman to hold a seat on a major stock exchange.
There are other obvious gaps as well. Aer helping to start the infant Akron 
Public Affairs Forum—Roundtable’s predecessor—Beacon Journal publisher John S. 
Knight, the single most powerful man in the community, did not address the 
forum. Nor did his closest and most inspired allies: Goodyear Chairman E. J. 
Thomas, attorney Blake McDowell, law firm founder Lisle Buckingham, National 
Republican Committee Chairman Ray C. Bliss of Akron, Urban League President 
Vernon Odom, or Goals for Greater Akron Director Barbara Hiney. The commu-
nity would have benefitted om hearing all or any one of these great Akron leaders 
of the last half of the twentieth century share their thoughts on the community.
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Creating a New Public Forum
A KRON HISTORIAN GEORGE KNEPPER was a close observer of Akron’s post–World War II growth and development—and the lack thereof, in some cases. He traced the lack of an appetite for new investment in the 1950s to 
what he called “Akron’s depression mentality.” The community was as hard hit by the 
1929 stock market collapse as any city in the country, eventually reaching an indus-
trial unemployment rate of more than 60 percent by 1935. Akron did not recover 
until it received a boost om the increased production demanded by World War II. 
Knepper said that Akronites, especially those of the upper-income classes, 
always seemed to feel inferior to Cleveland. Akron had an art museum and a 
symphony orchestra, but nothing like Cleveland’s. Knepper recalls the women 
of Akron’s fashionable west side doing their shopping at Cleveland department 
stores—May Company, Higbee’s, Halle’s—not O’Neil’s and Polsky’s in down-
town Akron. Akron’s leaders would drive north on Route 21 to hear outstanding 
national speakers at the venerable Cleveland City Club, founded in 1912 and the 
oldest continuous ee speech forum in the United States.
Duane Isham was a forty-four-year-old corporate lawyer in 1973 and had 
joined the prestigious Akron firm of Roetzel & Andress in 1957. “Some of us 
10 T H E A K R O N R O U N D TA B L E
listened to the Detroit Economic Forum on the radio each week,” he recalls. As a 
member of the Akron Kiwanis Club, Isham agreed in 1973 to serve on its Busi-
ness and Public Affairs Committee. It was chaired by John Tormey, the legendary 
chairman and CEO of Roadway Express.
The same year, W. Richard Wright was elected vice president of Akron Kiwanis. 
He had joined the civic and luncheon club in 1968 while serving as assistant to Nor-
man Auburn, president of the University of Akron. Wright had a strong interest in 
bringing good programs to the club and had done similar work for the university, 
First Congregational Church, Phi Delta Theta, and the Jaycees. He spent his career 
at Goodyear Aerospace and was well-connected in the corporate community.
Four Kiwanians—Wright, Isham, university alumni director Al Boyer, and 
Goodyear advertising executive Bruce Wert—made a proposal to the Akron club to 
alter its traditional format and include members of the general public on the third 
Thursday of each month for a speech that would have broad appeal to members of 
the community. Despite the protests of some members, Richard Wright prevailed, 
and even to this day, Roundtable acts as an Akron Kiwanis Club meeting. 
Perhaps it was the old inferiority complex at work again, but an initial concern 
of some Kiwanians was the risk of bringing speakers of substantial reputation to 
Akron and being embarrassed by skimpy audiences. At least the club itself could 
assure the attendance of its one hundred members each month.
The “test case” for the project would be Richard Lugar, the forty-year-old 
mayor of Indianapolis, who had been president of the National League of Cities 
and gave the 1972 keynote speech to the Republican National Convention. He 
had become known as “Richard Nixon’s favorite mayor” because of his support 
for devolving federal powers to local communities. He would later become a US 
senator and a 1996 presidential candidate.
David Jones, president of Medina’s Old Phoenix Bank, and John McCarter, 
president of Akron Centran Bank, had been classmates of Lugar at Denison Uni-
versity and made the initial contact. From its inception, the Akron Roundtable, 
and the Public Affairs Forum before it, relied on a network of Akron community 
leaders who knew someone directly or knew-a-guy-who-knows-a-guy to attract 
quality speakers. 
On May 24, 1973, Lugar spoke to the Akron Kiwanis’ newly branded Pub-
lic Affairs Forum. He was introduced to the audience of 225 by Beacon Journal 
Publisher John S. Knight. Lugar spoke about the Indianapolis experiment of 
blended city-county government called “Unigov,” which had been launched in 
1970 to unify the governments of the city of Indianapolis and Marion County. 
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The new consolidated government was given much of the credit for Indianapolis’s 
economic growth.
It was an ideal topic for city leaders in 1973. Akron and Summit County inter-
ests were noodling the idea of a metropolitan government, a more progressive 
and cost-saving way to invest tax dollars. (In 1979, Summit County voters became 
the first in Ohio to replace the commissioner form of government with a charter 
government with a seven-member council.)
The all-male Kiwanis Club met at Akron’s Mayflower Hotel. The ballroom 
stage was set with a dais for the speakers and Kiwanis officers. At the conclusion of 
Lugar’s speech, Wright recalled, Knight leaned in and said, “Not many outstand-
ing speakers come to Akron.” Wright heard it as an endorsement of his fledgling 
campaign to fill a void in the city’s life.
Aer Lugar’s presentation, the Kiwanis’ Public Affairs Forum picked up an 
additional sponsor—the Akron City Club, where Isham had been elected president. 
From 1973 to 1976 an operating committee handled the duties of inviting speak-
ers to the monthly forums. Wright, Boyer, Wert, and Isham remained the core 
group, joined by Akron Regional Development Board (ARDB) Director George 
Brittain and advertising agency owner Robert Loos Jr. Later members included 
automobile dealer David Towell, Ohio Edison executive Justin Rogers, Beacon Journal 
Editor Mark Ethridge Jr., attorney Norman Carr, retired Goodyear executive C. 
C. Gibson, and Great Northern Savings & Loan President Emil Voelz.
Because they worked together at the university and had administrative assis-
tance, Wright and Boyer handled most of the arrangements in the early days. The 
operating committee mined their personal networks of contacts to attract speak-
ers to the Kiwanis forums. Wert was Goodyear’s advertising buyer and wielded 
influence among media giants. He secured the publishers of Parade, Fortune, Sports 
Illustrated, and Farmers’ Almanac as early speakers.
Over the first few years, Isham recalls, it was a “Kiwanis thing,” but Wright, 
Isham, and the others on the operating committee wanted it to be more of a 
community institution. In 1975, the president of the Akron Regional Develop-
ment Board Don Stephens, a former Summit County commissioner, approached 
Wright with the suggestion that ARDB also become a sponsor of the forum. Soon 
thereaer, Knight signaled that the Beacon Journal would also be a cosponsor of the 
monthly event.
In its early years, Roundtable expenses were paid by the partners—Kiwanis, 
City Club, ARDB, and the Beacon Journal—om a one-thousand-dollar budget. 
Each partner contributed $250.
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In May 1976, Beacon Journal Editor Mark Ethridge wrote to Richard Wright 
concerning the “Akron Public Affairs Forum.” Ethridge felt it needed more mem-
berships, a board of trustees, a reception committee, and better audio. “WAKR 
and WHLO would be dumb not to tape the speeches for airing that night,” wrote 
Ethridge.
On May 5, 1976, the Chief Justice of the Ohio Supreme Court C. William 
O’Neill became the first official speaker for the Akron Public Affairs Forum, the 
forerunner of the Akron Roundtable. 
When it was announced that Paul Poorman, a professor of speech at North-
western University, was to become the next editor of the Beacon Journal, Wright 
contacted him in Chicago and signed him as a speaker for September, the month 
aer his arrival. The local media landscape had undergone a shake-up.
Not only had John S. Knight made a gut-wrenching decision to take his news-
papers public, but by 1974 he had merged with a companion newspaper group 
to become the publicly traded Knight-Ridder newspapers (KNR). Key directors 
of KNR attended Poorman’s speech on September 16, 1976. The new newspaper 
group was substantially Akron-influenced by Knight and his handpicked board, 
which included the former CEO of Goodyear E. J. Thomas and C. Blake McDow-
ell, Knight’s attorney. 
In March 1977, the operating committee decided that it would be better not 
to have the heads of the rubber companies seated at the head table and that a 
change of name was in order. On July 20, 1977, Duane Isham submitted articles 
of incorporation for the “Rubber City Roundtable” and with approval om the 
newly constituted board of trustees of the forum, filed the articles with Ohio’s 
secretary of state on October 12, 1977.
Soon thereaer, Isham recalls—he, Bruce Wert, Al Boyer, and George Brit-
tain of the ARDB approached Knight about funding. They proposed a $20,000 
budget for the organization, which included the costs of hiring an executive direc-
tor. Knight agreed that the forum had been great for Akron but that the Knight 
Foundation should not be involved. He pledged his continuing personal support 
and that of his newspaper.
By March 1978, the new board of the Rubber City Roundtable amended its 
code of regulations to change the name of the organization to the Akron Round-
table. That same month, WKSU began broadcasting the Roundtable presenta-
tions. Thus began one of Roundtable’s longest-lasting partnerships. WKSU aired 
Roundtable presentations live for many years. In recent years, the speeches are 
replayed later in the day and since 2011 have been uploaded to the web as podcasts.
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David Cooper, editorial page editor at the Akron Beacon Journal, liked the disci-
pline that the live radio broadcasts offered. “It was important to keep the format 
and the time of starting and ending consistent,” he says—even when speakers 
packed the house, like John Glenn, Judith Resnick, or Don Plusquellic.
But there was work to be done. The Beacon Journal had been providing monthly 
coverage of Roundtable speakers, but a 1978 Beacon Journal headlined opined, 
Paul Poorman arrived in Akron in 1976 as the new editor of the Akron Beacon Journal and gave 
his rst public speech to the Roundtable. Photo by Bruce Ford, courtesy of the city of Akron
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“Akron Roundtable still a stranger.” In June 1978, the board discussed who should 
get a ee lunch at Roundtable events. They decided to only subsidize the lunch 
costs of the speaker and the speaker’s guest. In February 1979, the Akron Round-
table employed George Brittain, the newly retired executive director of ARDB, at 
one hundred dollars per month to make arrangements for the monthly meetings 
and to keep track of the board of trustees’ business. 
Richard Wright headed the Roundtable board until April 1979, when he 
turned the chair over to Paul Poorman. That same year, attorney Ron Allan 
joined the Roundtable board. His firm, Buckingham, Doolittle & Burroughs, 
always bought seats at each Roundtable gathering. He saw the new event as a way 
of putting people who were involved in the community together each month.
Before there was Leadership Akron, Torchbearers, and the Young Profes-
sionals Network, before “network” became a verb, there was Akron Roundtable. 
An unintended consequence of being on the Roundtable board, says Allan, were 
the iendships, the contacts, and the new business that emerged om the col-
legial environment created around the board. The monthly Roundtable lunch 
provided an opportunity for him to introduce new associates and partners to the 
business community.
David Cooper, om the Knight-owned Detroit Free Press, joined the Roundtable 
board shortly aer his 1977 arrival in Akron. Cooper had more than twenty 
years experience in news, including the Winston-Salem Journal and the Raleigh News and 
Observer. Cooper was brought to Akron to run the editorial pages of the newspaper. 
Arriving so soon aer the departure of the controversial Mark Ethridge, Cooper 
got a quick reality check at his very first dinner at Portage Country Club. E. J. 
Thomas sidled up to him and said, not too subtly, “Son—you like Akron. Got it?”
In March 1980, the board increased George Brittain’s compensation to $200 
per month. In April 1980, the board asked Cooper and others to look into a gi 
for speakers. They wanted something other than a gavel or a plaque and went to 
Akron artist and sculptor Don Drumm. Within a few weeks, Drumm proposed 
an original work of cast aluminum sculpture—a “Contemplative Sun”—and agreed 
to design and strike the memento at a reduced fee. It was approved at the board 
meeting on July 24, 1980.
Attracting an audience turned out not to be a major problem. In fact, Round-
table was more concerned with accommodating overflow crowds in the Akron 
City Club, which was located on the top two floors of the Ohio Building. For 
its first five years, the Akron City Club ballroom was able to accommodate the 
monthly program. When the Ohio Building was purchased by Summit County 
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government for its offices, the City Club moved to the newer Murdock building 
(now Akron Centre) on South Main Street. 
In 1981, the board decided to move the Akron Roundtable to the Tangier 
restaurant and banquet center on West Market Street. The decision to move to 
Tangier occurred during David Cooper’s tenure as president of the board. Tang-
ier could provide a larger ballroom, which could easily accommodate audiences 
that were regularly growing to over four hundred. Other pluses included ee 
parking in the Tangier parking deck.
Tangier was an Akron institution. Ed George Sr. opened his first restaurant 
in 1948 on East Exchange Street; it burned down in 1958. He reopened at the 
West Market Street location with fiy seats and turned it into a two-thousand-seat 
showstopper with a domed ceiling and opulent fountains.
Known for its Lebanese cuisine and live entertainment in the cabaret, Tangier 
was a showplace in the seventies. Eddie George Jr. remembers closing the res-
taurant one night in the seventies when he heard a burly voice say om the lower 
level, “Turn the damn lights on.” Thinking it might be one of his janitors, he 
obliged—only to discover the source was E. J. Thomas, chairman of Goodyear, 
who was bragging about the place to his out-of-town guests.
While Eddie George was never a member of the Roundtable board, he feels 
that he was as much a part of the growth of the Roundtable as anyone. “I always 
was sensitive to price,” George says. “I gave them a good value for a low price, and 
as a result we built the crowd.” He provided a five-dollar lunch for attendees, 
barely above his costs of food and labor. The price increased in November 1982 
to six dollars, with a cutoff of 650 people at any luncheon. By 1983, Roundtable 
averaged 442 attendees per program.
On several occasions, audiences packed the Tangier ballroom. It had a capacity 
of about 600, which oen stretched to 650 for speakers like Judith Resnick and 
Don Plusquellic’s quadrennial State of the City address.
Aer the first Akron Roundtable luncheon at Tangier, the Akron Beacon Journal’s 
cranky retired publisher Ben Maidenberg called George the same aernoon to 
say, “Eddie, you need to fix the goddamn parking problem, because I don’t have 
all aernoon to drive around your deck.” Maidenberg also complained that the 
bread rolls were too hard.
The next month, George hired an off-duty Akron policeman to direct traf-
fic in and out of the deck, a practice which remained a fixture the duration of 
Roundtable’s stay at Tangier. (And, George says, Maidenberg called the very next 
month to thank him, a kindness that was also part of the Maidenberg persona.)
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George was disappointed when the board made the decision to move Akron 
Roundtable to Quaker Station in May 2009. He couldn’t help but feel that his 
years of loyal service were unappreciated. But Akron attorney David Hunter, a 
member of the board at the time, said it was a very tough decision. “The move was 
bittersweet. Eddie George and Tangier had been good to us.” But some attendees 
expressed a desire for a new venue. “University of Akron President Luis Proenza 
and Provost Michael Sherman were on the board at the time,” Hunter says, “and 
they made it easy to relocate to Quaker Station.”
Another Roundtable innovation that David Cooper traces back to his tenure 
occurred in April 1981. There was a suggestion that the Akron Area Board of 
Realtors (AABOR) fund one table every month for students. Eddie George had 
agreed to shave the cost of the meals, so the cost for ten students would be about 
$600 per year. AABOR continued to support the student table until 1982, when 
Goodyear took over the sponsorship.
Over forty years, the Akron Roundtable has had 151 board members, 38 presi-
dents, and 547 speakers. It has had three locations and one radio station faithfully 
broadcasting every episode of the Roundtable’s four-decade history.
In 1981, Roundtable moved to larger quarters at Tangier restaurant. Akron Roundtable, Archival 
Services, University Libraries, University of Akron, Akron, Ohio
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Challenges of a Changing World
1976–1980
A KRON ROUNDTABLE’S INAUGURAL YEAR was the final year of Gerald Ford’s brief presidency and the tenth year of John Ballard’s fourteen-year run as mayor of Akron. The national presidential campaign pitted Ford 
against a virtually unknown Georgia governor, Jimmy Carter, who famously walked 
down Pennsylvania Avenue during his 1977 inauguration.
The movement known as “women’s liberation” came into being as a term in 
1970. It was the do-or-die year for the Equal Rights Amendment, which had been 
introduced in 1970 but needed approval om the required majority of states to 
be adopted within the year. It failed.
The last half of the seventies was marked by efforts to reconcile differences 
in America occasioned by the end of the Vietnam War and the long-running 
Watergate scandal that saw President Richard Nixon resign om office. President 
Carter was hopeful for peace in the Middle East aer reaching the Camp David 
Accords in 1978. But the end of his tenure would be marked by a rapid rise in 
inflation, long lines at gasoline stations, and a “malaise” that Carter observed in 
his famous July 1979 speech to the nation. 
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With high inflation, scarce fuel, and soaring gas prices, Akron weathered a 
new energy crisis by shutting off the lights. Christmas was dark in 1977. Events at 
E. J. Thomas Performing Arts Hall were postponed in February 1978 because of 
the energy crisis. A seventy-three-day coal miners’ strike threatened the electric 
supply. Area churches postponed gatherings to conserve electricity. Mayor Ballard 
ordered all city buildings to dim their outside lights at night. Hardware stores 
sold out of generators.
The Ayatollah Khomeini took over in Iran, and in November 1979 hostages 
were taken om the American Embassy in Tehran and not released until Ronald 
Reagan took the oath of office in 1981.
The industrialization that had dominated the American heartland for a cen-
tury was coming to an end as new global challenges began moving manufactur-
ing offshore. Akron was located in the middle of that swath of cities that starts 
at St. Louis on the Mississippi River and arcs east to Buffalo, New York—where 
the machinery was developed to feed the growing nation and where the heavy 
industries of steel, rubber, and glass launched the country into the modern age. It 
is where the armaments and materiel were manufactured that buoyed the nation 
and its allies in two world wars.
In the last half of the twentieth century, it is where the great legacy cities of 
America—as defined by the prestigious Brookings Institution—were forced to 
rebound om the fiy-year shi in where America lives and works. In the 1970s, 
winds of change—coming om the radial revolution in tires om Europe—would 
force Akron to reinvent itself. The community would need a new economic model 
if it were to succeed, and the emergence of a global economy would require Akron 
to undergo a renaissance of its own. Akron Roundtable invited the chairman of 
the National Chamber of Commerce, Herbert Richey, to address these issues at 
its second program in June 1976.
With the national campaigns well underway that fall, Northeast Ohio was 
getting attention om the country’s media. On October 28, 1976, Jimmy Carter 
spoke to fieen thousand people at a rally in downtown Akron. Gerald Ford was 
in Cleveland that same aernoon. And Howard Metzenbaum, Democratic can-
didate for the US Senate, spoke to the Akron Public Affairs Forum, even though 
many in the largely Republican, business-oriented audience were probably not 
going to vote for him.
In Roundtable’s history, it appears that Metzenbaum was the first and last 
candidate running for public office to address the group. Former Roundtable 
board member Ron Allan recalls that the group always steered away om people 
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running for public office. “They would ask,” said former board president Duane 
Isham, “but we told them no.” And the records show that no other candidate for 
office appeared before Roundtable again. 
Healthcare has been a staple of Roundtable’s topics over the decades. In 1976, 
most Akronites probably did not know the name of Akron surgeon Dr. William 
Falor, a nationally renowned cardiothoracic surgeon at Akron City Hospital. He 
spoke at the Akron Public Affairs Forum on November 18 with urologist Dr. Alex 
Guira. The two physicians discussed a new aggressive treatment for cancer of the 
bladder: surgery. The importance of the topic to Akron had only recently been 
revealed in a study that showed rubber workers were getting the cancer at a rate 
five times that of the general public.
Roundtable cofounder Bruce Wert’s impressive guest-getting abilities were on 
display in December when he enticed Clifford Grum, the publisher of Fortune, to 
come to Akron, and again in March 1977 with speaker Jack Myers, publisher of 
Sports Illustrated. In June 1977, Jerry O’Neil, the president of General Tire and Rub-
ber Company, became the first Akron CEO to address the Akron Public Affairs 
Forum. General Tire was founded by O’Neil’s father William in 1915, and by the 
1970s the hometown tire giant was feeling the same economic pressures as every 
other rubber company in Akron.
The outspoken O’Neil may have been one of the first people to “tell it like it is” 
to an Akron audience. “The rubber companies are moving out of Akron,” the Beacon 
Journal quoted him the next day. “They’re leaving town. The companies’ first loyalty 
is to their stockholders; they have to make a profit.” The 150 people in the City Club 
audience may have been stunned at O’Neil’s bluntness in his fieen-minute speech. 
“The climate of Akron isn’t good for business,” O’Neil said. “The labor climate is 
bad; we have restrictive labor practices here.” He criticized the labor unions that 
he said have a “something-for-everyone” philosophy. “Labor has too much power,” 
O’Neil said. “Nobody gets a ee lunch . . . we just haven’t gotten the bill yet.”
It would be a year before O’Neil was rebutted om the Roundtable podium. 
In July 1978, the president of the United Auto Workers Union Douglas Fraser 
said to 250 people in the audience that the Akron rubber companies were part 
of a national business community that has chosen “to wage a one-sided class war 
against working people.” He pointed to recent Akron plant closings at Goodyear 
and Firestone as proof that companies showed little compassion for employees 
and used organized labor as a scapegoat.
A more conciliatory tone was set at the podium nine months later when I. W. 
Abel, former president of the United Steelworkers Union, predicted to an audience 
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of two hundred that the national economy would weaken under measures to control 
inflation imposed by the Carter administration. “Unless productivity improves, 
[the nation] faces high unemployment, inflation and a shrinking dollar. There is 
nothing wrong with this country that we cannot correct if we sit down and figure 
out what the problems are, then decide together what to do about them.”
In October 1979, the chairman of BF Goodrich John Ong used his Round-
table appearance for a major announcement that made the ont page of the next 
day’s Beacon Journal. Ong said the company would donate its property along West 
Exchange Street to the city for a recreational area downtown along the Ohio & 
Erie Canal. He expressed hope that development along Lock 2 might spur other 
businesses to invest in downtown. The city of Akron and Mayor Ballard had 
recently hired American Cities Corporation to prepare the first real planning 
document for Akron’s downtown, which included a farmers’ market along the 
canal corridor. In response to Ong’s pledge, downtown businesses enthusiastically 
supported the idea of improving the canal as a destination.
Aer being elected Akron’s mayor the following month, Roy Ray noted that 
with the hard-fought election with City Council President Ray Kapper behind 
him, leaders needed to get on with redeveloping downtown. Akron’s ninth ward 
councilman Don Plusquellic, who was emerging as a candidate for the position 
of city council president, said of Ray’s speech, “It was a cheerleader’s speech;” 
this was a sarcastic observation grounded in Ray’s criticism during the campaign 
that Kapper was too much of a cheerleader. The speech, given to three hundred 
people, won high marks om Jerry O’Neil, who noted, “It is going to be damn 
hard work [to develop downtown].” 
Ray himself joked that he was a “forgiving man,” and told the forum that he 
would abandon any plans for a new urban renewal project on the site of the Bea-
con Journal. (The newspaper had not endorsed him for mayor.) The five-foot-six 
mayor-elect also said he had concerns about the Roundtable podium being too 
high for him to be seen by the audience. He quipped, “I brought along fieen 
copies of the Beacon endorsement to stand on.” 
When Chairman and CEO of Firestone Richard Riley appeared before an 
overflow crowd at the April 17, 1980, Roundtable, he might have guessed that the 
ont page of the next day’s Beacon Journal would carry the news that the company 
was continuing the biggest shutdown of Firestone operations in the industry’s 
history. Firestone had eliminated 8,500 jobs the previous month, including 1,100 
in Barberton, and soon an additional 930 production jobs were due to be cut at 
its US plants. 
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The Beacon Journal noted that Firestone had shed over 11,000 manufacturing 
jobs over a six-month period, Goodyear had 3,300 on indefinite layoff, and in 
each of the four weeks of April, BF Goodrich would close one plant per week, 
affecting 3,600 workers.
Riley pointed to excessive government regulation as the culprit; he claimed 
a “floodtide” of new rules in the 1970s created an “imbalance” in the roles of 
business and government. “Business leaders have abdicated our role as experts 
on the working of the economy to politicians and populists,” Riley said. “[We] 
must be more willing to advocate for . . . what we know will work economically 
for the country.” 
During the Roundtable’s question-and-answer period, Riley refused to say 
how many Firestone Akron employees would be affected by future reductions in 
expenses. Eventually, Firestone would shutter all production in Akron—except 
for the open-wheel Indy racing tires, which are still made today at an Akron 
Firestone plant.
The new decade would begin with a new president, a new mayor, and increased 
uncertainty over the future of Akron, with Jerry O’Neil’s harsh predictions about 
Akron’s rubber industry appearing more likely every day.
Roundtable Moments
David Cooper would not identify the subject of one of the more embarrassing 
moments he witnessed from the podium. He was seated next to the lectern waiting 
to moderate the question-and-answer period. Cooper realized that the speaker had 
brought three different speech texts and apparently thought it would be a good 
idea to select a little from here and a little from there, pulling together pieces and 
parts—until the speech was totally confusing.
Another “wincing moment,” witnessed by David Hunter when he was on stage 
with the guest, was a former mayor of Milwaukee who spoke from notes on a napkin, 
“always a bad sign.” Hunter was further horried when he glanced at the guest as he 
was being introduced—munching on a dinner roll he brought with him to the stage.
Hunter also remembers a local business head who promised him that he had read 
his speech aloud, and it was exactly twenty-one minutes. He talked for forty-ve.
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The Transition to a New Economy
1981–1990
A IDS BECAME PART OF the vocabulary of healthcare in 1981. IBM offered its first personal computer, which ran an operating system called MS-DOS. Cable television welcomed its first all-music channel, MTV. And Ronald 
Reagan nominated the first woman to the US Supreme Court, Sandra Day O’Connor.
Akron added a new bridge over the Little Cuyahoga, reconnecting downtown 
and North Hill. Named the “All-America Bridge,” it celebrated the city’s recogni-
tion by the National Civic League, which singled out Akron for its community 
collaborations.
Akron lost two stalwart leaders of its greatest generation—publisher John S. 
Knight and Ray C. Bliss, the chairman of the National Republican Commit-
tee. Bliss single-handedly turned around the fortunes of the GOP aer Barry 
Goldwater’s loss, and more than any other person, secured the White House for 
Richard Nixon.
By 1982, production ended at General Tire and 1,500 more workers would lose 
their jobs. Soon, 950 more jobs would be gone at BF Goodrich’s Industrial Prod-
ucts Division. Firestone would move its offices, first to Chicago, then to Nashville, 
and Bridgestone would acquire the venerable Akron tire brand in 1988.
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Akron would continue to grapple with its cutting-edge-turned-bleeding-edge 
Recycle Energy System plant, which saw three men killed in an explosion. The 
Akron Armory, site of symphonies, car shows, and wrestling matches, was demol-
ished in 1982 to make way for a new state office building. The National Inventors 
Hall of Fame selected Akron as its new site in 1987. In 1988, O’Neil’s closed 
downtown’s lone surviving department store, ending an era of retail business on 
Main Street. 
The decade would also be a decade of governmental transition as Mayor Roy 
Ray lost to Tom Sawyer. Sawyer would complete only three years of his term so 
that he could take over John Seiberling’s former congressional seat in 1987. Don 
Plusquellic began his twenty-eight-year reign as the city’s leader.
On November 22, 1982, Akron was featured in a Forbes magazine article, 
“Whatever Happened to Akron?” The issue was titled “America’s Shrinking 
Industrial Base.” This may have been the first national recognition of an impor-
tant change in the city’s status. The magazine referred to Akron in past tense as 
“rubber capital of the world.” 
The article pointed to the loss of forty-five thousand blue-collar manufactur-
ing jobs over two decades, sending the city’s unemployment rate to 11.7 percent, 
higher than the national average, but below Ohio’s jobless rate. The last passenger 
tire was made in Akron in 1977.
The magazine painted a brighter picture for Akron’s future with the rise of a 
new class of white-collar technical workers in Akron. Forbes commended Akron 
for its aggressive efforts to retain business by acquiring land for new industrial 
parks, citing thirty new manufacturing businesses that were growing up on Gil-
christ Road. 
The quality of life in the city was also highlighted. Akron had a new perform-
ing arts hall, a new Hilton Inn at a remodeled cereal factory (Quaker Square), new 
housing near downtown at the Landings, and at the northwest corner of the city, 
what the magazine described as burgeoning affluence in the Merriman Valley.
Akron was oen at the epicenter of the national debate on labor unions, pro-
ductivity, and the movement of manufacturing jobs to southern nonunion states 
and Mexico. As Akron searched for new manufacturers to replace the rubber 
jobs that had been lost, the discussion was fodder for a year-long debate in ont 
of Akron Roundtable audiences.
In October 1981, Goodyear Chairman Charles Pilliod told Roundtable that 
manufacturers would be more inclined to bring jobs to the city if and when 
they believed that the labor climate was stable and cooperative. He noted that 
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labor relations had been improving. The Beacon Journal reported his belief that 
“the only real assurance of job security is a competitive, profitable operation.” 
The Goodyear chief—who invested $100 million to convert Plant Two into a new 
Akron Technical Center—predicted that the trend of increased service jobs and 
technology would continue. Pilliod said wage costs remained high in Akron, with 
an hourly average of nineteen dollars with benefits, compared to sixteen dollars 
at other Goodyear plants.
Pilliod encouraged the Roundtable audience to continue to tell Akron’s story 
everywhere they went. The Akron Chamber of Commerce had just launched a 
new ad campaign, “Follow Me to Akron.”
Four months later, Firestone’s Chairman and CEO John Nevin addressed a 
Roundtable audience of nearly five hundred and pointed to government trade 
policies as the principal reason manufacturing employment had declined, a loss 
of perhaps six hundred thousand jobs. He argued for an import tax on Japanese 
vehicles that would more fairly represent what the United States was already tax-
ing domestic cars. Nevin said the American wage differential also added $550 
more to the price of a car built in this country. He did acknowledge that it was a 
problem that was being tackled by labor and management together.
In April 1982, the chairman of Ford Motor Company Philip Caldwell told 
450 people at Akron Roundtable that increasing auto sales were due in part to 
willingness by American workers to be more innovative. He called the retooling 
of the American auto industry a “miracle”—the largest reconversion ever in a 
time of peace.
Caldwell was less pessimistic about the future than industry analyst Harvey 
Heinbach, who had addressed Roundtable the previous month. Heinbach felt that 
contracts between the UAW and car makers barely slowed the cost differential with 
Japan. Caldwell noted that labor peace in the car industry was a positive trend and 
it was the first time in forty years that the direction in negotiations had changed. 
A fiery Milan “Mike” Stone, president of the Akron-based United Rubber 
Workers International Union (URW), made his first major speech to the Decem-
ber 1982 Roundtable, highlighting the shortcomings of management in the dis-
pute over wages and productivity. With leaders of Goodyear, Goodrich, and Fire-
stone sharing the dais with him, Stone reminded the five hundred people present 
that for the first time since 1965, the URW had reached an agreement with “The 
Big 4” rubber companies without a strike. “Concessions don’t save jobs,” Stone 
said. “The problems are too deep to be solved by the sacrifices of [workers] alone.” 
He believed that real job preservation was in the hands of the companies—who 
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had refused to modernize Akron plants and instead moved out. Stone viewed the 
1982 economic scene as a “fight for survival.”
Cable television was one example of new technology that was taking Akron by 
storm in 1982. Calling Akron’s Cablevision anchise a pioneer of the technology, 
Warner Amex Cable Communications CEO John Lockton told Roundtable that 
July that Akron was a “bellwether” for the industry—the first system in America 
where interactive cable television was the dream. But Warner built out Akron’s 
“dream” in Columbus, not here. Lockton dangled a carrot in ont of the Round-
table audience—the future of two-way cable—to leverage city officials into signing 
a new fieen-year anchise agreement. Lockton also forecast a day in the future 
when a viewer would turn to one cable channel for news, another for sports.
One observation made by Forbes in the 1982 article was that Akron was becom-
ing more reliant on polymers. When Tom Sawyer took office at the beginning 
of 1984, he branded himself mayor of the Polymer Capital. At his February 16, 
1984, Roundtable address he brandished three tennis rackets over his head to the 
amusement of the sellout crowd of 606 at Tangier. “Wood,” Sawyer said as he held 
up the first racket. “Stainless Steel,” he announced as he produced the second 
one. “Graphite,” he said as he displayed the most modern of the three rackets. 
Akron’s first Democratic mayor in eighteen years began a journey into selling 
Akron’s polymer materials industry and giving tutorials on polymeric molecules 
Former Goodyear CEOs (L–R) Robert E. Mercer, Stanley Gault, Charles J. Pilliod Jr. Akron 
Roundtable, Archival Services, University Libraries, University of Akron, Akron, Ohio
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to audiences all over Akron. The cover of a 1985 Northern Ohio Live magazine issue 
bore the title “Rubber City Goes Plastic.”
The year would also see new leadership at the University of Akron. In his 
March 1985 address to Roundtable, President William V. Muse called on industry, 
government, and academia to work together to make the Akron-Cleveland area 
the “undisputed polymer capital of the world.” He announced a new initiative 
that would bring polymer scientists at Case Western Reserve together with Akron 
faculty. “But don’t start buying real estate in Polymer Valley yet,” Muse cautioned. 
“It may be a while before you see the results.”
Muse also used the forum to discourage county officials om going ahead 
with a proposed jail on Center Street, a space where he envisioned a new entrance 
to the university. Muse said that with a new polymer center and a law school 
addition joining E. J. Thomas Performing Arts Hall along Center Street—now 
University Avenue—the corridor had great potential for creating a pleasing view 
of the campus om downtown. Under Muse the university extended the campus 
into downtown with the acquisition of the Polsky’s department store, which was 
converted into space for classrooms, laboratories, and faculty offices.
By 1986, it was time for the Roundtable board to begin planning a celebra-
tion for sustaining the monthly programs for ten years. David Cooper, who had 
chaired the board and been an active Roundtable supporter, celebrated the anni-
versary in his Beacon Journal column on June 8, 1986. Roundtable, he said, has 
furnished the community with a “wide variety of ideas om intelligent people 
who come om afar. . . . Every city needs outside ideas. It promotes a better 
thought process at home.”
The tenth anniversary was commemorated at Tangier on June 19, 1986, with a 
prominent speaker, William H. Webster, director of the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation. Webster addressed a sold-out Roundtable audience on the new threat 
facing the United States—terrorism.
“[The FBI’s] major objective is to get there before the bomb goes off,” the former 
judge told the crowd. He said the FBI’s antiterrorism program was the most effec-
tive in the world. Webster said undercover operations, court-authorized surveil-
lance, and reports om citizens were the “bits and pieces of information assembled 
by computers” that could create an understandable mosaic about terror plots.
The decade’s most memorable Roundtables—indeed, perhaps the most impor-
tant forums—were anchored by two daughters of Akron who had ascended the 
heights in their chosen professions. Astronaut Judith A. Resnik and Poet Rita 
Dove each spoke to sold-out crowds at the Tangier.
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Resnik’s appearance in 1984 came a month aer she circled the earth in the 
space shuttle Discovery. The thirty-five-year-old Firestone High graduate was the 
second woman in space and was selected for the exclusive corps in 1978. The 
Akron appearance was also a homecoming with her family, iends, and class-
mates om Fairlawn Elementary School (now the Judith A. Resnik Community 
Learning Center), Perkins Middle School, as well as Firestone.
Resnik, who had a degree om Carnegie Mellon, reviewed her career as an 
electrical engineer at RCA, as a biomedical engineer at the National Institutes of 
Health, and for Xerox in California. Resnik envisioned a long career with NASA 
but said, “I’m waiting in line [for my next mission] like everyone else.” (Resnik 
would die in her second space journey aboard the shuttle Challenger a little more 
than a year later.)
Rita Dove won the Pulitzer Prize for her Akron-inspired book of poems, Thomas 
and Beulah, characters based on her maternal grandparents. (Dove was named Poet 
Laureate of the United States by the Library of Congress, 1993–1995.) When 
she spoke to Roundtable on October 1, 1987, it was the first sell-out crowd of six 
hundred since Resnick’s talk.
Tangier Ballroom normally hosted 450 but would expand to 600-plus for special presentations. 
Akron Roundtable, Archival Services, University Libraries, University of Akron, Akron, Ohio
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“Akron is not Paris or San Francisco, and thank God it’s not New York,” Dove 
said. “But [Akron] was crucial to the development of this country and to my 
upbringing, so I celebrate it.” Earlier in the day she raised the hopes of students 
at her alma mater, Buchtel High School, by encouraging young people not to get 
bored with school. “Twist ideas, squeeze them,” she said, reflecting on her own 
problems in school with spelling. Dove said she started to make up stories by using 
spelling words and eventually looked forward to the lessons. The Roundtable 
speech was the cornerstone of her Akron appearance, with a public reception and 
readings rounding out her homecoming.
By 1988, Akron Roundtable had become the venue in Akron for leaders to see 
and be seen, recalls David Hunter. William Muse, the president of the Roundtable 
board and president of the University of Akron, saw the organization taking on 
a leadership role in the discussion of important issues facing the community.
If Akron had been down but not out, Muse believed that Roundtable could 
inspire the community to see a larger vision of itself by calling on speakers om 
cities in the Midwest that had experienced turnarounds. In a first for the orga-
nization, a series of programs were scheduled on a single related topic. The 
“Turnaround Cities” special speaker series was composed of six monthly pro-
grams between February and October 1988. The series featured cities like Akron 
that had seen job losses in traditional industries, suburban flight, and economic 
decline. With bold leadership, imaginative plans, and civic cooperation, these 
turnaround cities had reinvented themselves.
In February, James Howell of Boston, chairman of the Council for Northeast 
Economic Action, set the stage with an address on “The Economic Revitalization 
of New England.” Howell was William Muse’s former classmate at Texas A&M 
and started his Roundtable speech an hour late because his plane experienced 
difficulty when landing at Cleveland Hopkins Airport.
Describing entrepreneurs as individuals engaged in “deviant behavior,” How-
ell said a key to Akron’s rebirth would be to challenge long-held assumptions and 
attitudes about economic development. The key to New England’s development, 
he said, was retaining locally 90 percent of the graduates of MIT and other bay-
area universities.
Howell, who was also executive vice president of First National Bank of Bos-
ton, pointed to the easier access to venture capital in his region. He agreed that 
traditional lenders—bankers—oen ustrated start-up businesses, because bank-
ers “have silver in their hair, gold in their teeth, and lead in their ass.”
The balance of the series dealt with five cities similar to Akron. 
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• In June, Ohio’s Lieutenant Governor Paul Leonard, mayor of Dayton 
om 1981–1986, spoke on the turnaround of the southwest Ohio city. “My 
challenge as a political leader [in Dayton] was to change public attitudes 
to allow the recovery to happen. The rest was up to the private sector.” 
• In July, John Hostetler, president of the Industrial Management Council, 
talked about the turnaround of Rochester, New York. 
• In August, John Heldrich, vice president of Johnson & Johnson, said the 
company chose to build new headquarters in what was then a deteriorating 
Brunswick, New Jersey. “Everyone has to pull together to make plans,” he 
said, “and once the plans are made the city leaders need to resist opposi-
tion.” He was contrasting this principle of successful development with 
a news story that appeared in the Beacon Journal about a contentious Akron 
group that had recently sued the city over plans to renovate South Main 
Street. Heldrich also credited a burgeoning New Jersey state economy as 
part of the reason the city had been successful.
• The September program featured James Milinazzo of Lowell, Massa-
chusetts, the former textile capital that was le with abandoned yarn and 
clothing factories. Following the presentation, Milinazzo joined William 
Muse and a dozen other community leaders at a roundtable-discussion-
following-the-Akron-Roundtable to discuss the elements of Lowell’s 
rebirth. This rebirth, Milinazzo said, was due in part to new cultural 
and arts programs and a new downtown museum in an old textile mill.
• The series concluded in October with Joseph Hulihan, vice president of 
Delaware Diamond State Telephone Company, speaking about the turn-
around of Wilmington, Delaware.
The Turnaround Cities series not only engaged community leaders in directed 
conversations, which had never been held before, but also served as a template 
for future discussions on planning for the community’s growth and economic 
development.
In December 1988, Raymond Meyo recalled how his company, Telxon of 
Fairlawn, played a major role in the development of wireless technology. The 
company was founded in 1969 in Houston, Texas, by scientists om NASA and 
the FAA and acquired by Meyo and his partner Robert Meyerson. It was a time 
when the Universal Product Code (UPC barcode) had just come into wide use and 
was being adopted as a standard in the grocery industry. Using custom soware 
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developed in Fairlawn, Telxon built handheld computers to input inventory 
information and transmit it to mainame computers. The company positioned 
itself as one of the world’s largest developers and manufacturers of wireless “tele-
transaction” computers, which were an important part of the success of national 
retail giant Walmart. 
Roundtable Moments
Marie Covington was president of the Roundtable in 1989 and the rst woman to 
hold the position. She spent seventeen years on the board, rst as the BF Goodrich 
representative. It was not uncommon at that time that each of the big Akron compa-
nies contributed people to local boards—it was part of the job.
“I always said that I could return sixteen phone calls or e-mails by attending one 
Roundtable, just by looking around the room.”
Covington also recalls being treasurer for a while, but “numbers aren’t my thing,” 
she says. Women on the Roundtable board were always looking for other women 
speakers and board members. “When people were to be brought on board, we always 
wanted to know if they knew people who could be speakers,” Covington recalls.
She enjoyed the mechanics of the Roundtable performances, arranging media 
coverage, managing the press conference, and picking up guests at the airport. 
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Chapter  5
A Decade of New Development
1991–2000
A S SUMMIT COUNTY SETTLED in with its new charter government, the first in Ohio, and the city of Akron got comfortable with the bold ideas of its brash mayor Don Plusquellic, the Akron Roundtable would participate 
in the rapid changes in the nation and the community by interacting with speakers 
om its monthly platform.
The decade brought new additions to the city of Akron skyline: the John S. 
Knight Convention Center, the National Inventors Hall of Fame, and the Uni-
versity of Akron’s 146,000-square-foot Goodyear Polymer Center. The iconic 
structure, with twin towers connected by glass-enclosed walkways, houses class-
rooms, laboratories, a 213-seat auditorium, and two hundred modules for stu-
dents. In 1997, the city dedicated Canal Park—the baseball home of the AA Akron 
Aeros (now the RubberDucks), a farm team of the Cleveland Indians.
The biggest eyesore in Northeast Ohio—an old rubber products building at 
BF Goodrich that sat squarely in view of everyone approaching downtown—was 
renovated into headquarters for a new polymer company, Advanced Elastomer 
Systems. By 1995, the Akron Regional Development Board calculated that thirty-
five thousand people were employed in 1,500 different polymer-related enter-
prises in the metro area.
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Mayor Don Plusquellic saw the futility of battles with neighboring townships 
over annexation of land for development and created the first Joint Economic 
Development Districts in Ohio. With the city providing water and sewer, town-
ships tallied improvements to their tax base through new construction, and the 
city received a fee equivalent to the city income tax.
Akron was awarded the City Livability Award by the US Conference of Mayors 
and in 1995 was named an All-America City for the second time by the National 
Civic League. This was in recognition of the innovations in municipal govern-
ment and the collaborative achievements of the community, including Inventure 
Place and the new series on race launched by the Beacon Journal, “Coming Together.”
The decade brought changes to Akron Roundtable. In October 1992, George 
Brittain resigned as executive secretary/treasurer, and the following January Jim 
Nolte replaced him. University retiree Alberta Hensley became the coordinator 
of media. She kept meticulous minutes of board meetings and started individual 
files on every Roundtable session.
In April 1995, WKSU General Manager and Roundtable board member John 
Perry suggested installing an Internet connection for the program so that it could 
be heard worldwide. On May 18, Roundtable board members and their guests 
wore buttons touting, “Akron Roundtable Goes Worldwide.” Later, Perry led the 
way for Roundtable to have something new—its own web page on the Internet. A 
committee was formed to study it.
In February 1991, Ohio’s new governor George Voinovich made his second 
Roundtable appearance to another overflow crowd of some eight hundred. It 
was his first major speech outside of Columbus as the state’s chief executive. He 
announced initiatives to produce a “leaner-and-meaner” state government. Ohio, 
he said, had become a no-growth state facing tough budget problems. Voinovich 
was proud of the proposed Gateway project that would bring a stadium and arena 
to Cleveland, but noted that it was a zero-sum game with Summit County losing 
its Richfield Coliseum.
The university’s first female president Peggy Gordon Elliott appeared Octo-
ber 15, 1992, to another crowd of eight-hundred-plus in the Tangier ballroom. 
(Roundtable had to turn away more than two hundred guests.) Elliot described 
her new hometown of Akron as the “most gracious and civilized city in the United 
States.”
The University of Akron’s Frank Kelley, dean of the College of Polymer Sci-
ence and Polymer Engineering, announced to Roundtable in December 1993 that 
Ohio had surpassed California as the number one state in production of plastics.
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The large number of Fortune 500 companies in the area—more than 150 firms 
on the magazine’s list have facilities in Greater Akron—led Akron/Summit Con-
vention & Visitors Bureau Chairman Karl Hay to explain the need for the new 
John S. Knight Center that would open in July 1994. He appeared before Round-
table with the center’s new director David Shriber the week before the official 
opening. Hay was proud of the fact that Akron was opening the only debt-ee 
convention center in the country. The opening was not without controversy, as 
a no-smoking policy was considered for the building, not a universally popular 
sentiment in 1994.
Akron had always played a role in America’s space program. All of the Mercury 
Seven astronauts had their custom space suits handcraed at BF Goodrich, which 
had continued to support the space program through its aeronautics division. On 
the occasion of the twenty-fih anniversary of the moon landing, July 22, 1994, 
Guion Bluiford Jr., America’s first Aican American in space, predicted for the 
Roundtable audience that we would be exploring Mars in twenty-five years (2019).
A special session of Roundtable was added on August 25, 1994, just one week 
aer its regular monthly session, to accommodate important community news—
the release of the new downtown Akron study conducted by consultant Mary 
Senator George Voinovich (left), W. Richard Wright  (center), and William V. Muse (right). Akron 
Roundtable, Archival Services, University Libraries, University of Akron, Akron, Ohio
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Means. Means, a national expert on downtown planning, saw the future of the 
central city much like a pinball game, with visitors bouncing om one attraction 
to another. 
Her recommendations had real teeth and were remarkably accurate, estimat-
ing it would take ten to fieen years for downtown to develop. She forecast the 
need for a park around Lock 3 of the Ohio & Erie Canal. (Lock 3 has hosted over 
two million visitors since it opened in 2003.) Means encouraged the city to find 
a new use for the vacant O’Neil’s department store, which became the gloriously 
renovated home of the Roetzel & Andress law firm. Means proposed new con-
struction on the site of the Portage Hotel; the new headquarters for SummaCare 
opened there in 2001. But her most ambitious recommendation was the forma-
tion of a new Downtown Akron Partnership (DAP). (In 2016, DAP celebrated its 
twenty-first year with an annual budget of over $1 million.)
In October 1994, Dr. Barbara Ross-Lee, dean of the College of Osteopathic 
Medicine of Ohio University, and the first Aican American female dean of a 
Beacon Journal publisher Christopher Harte (left), Barbara Hiney (center), and Robert W. Loos Jr. 
(right). Akron Roundtable, Archival Services, University Libraries, University of Akron, Akron, Ohio
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medical school, predicted reform in the way healthcare was to be delivered in the 
future, which she also accurately described as “chaotic.”
America’s premier woman reporter, Helen Thomas, le the Roundtable audi-
ence laughing when she appeared in 1992. Her “Thank you, Mr. President” at 
the end of each White House press conference made her famous as the dean 
of Washington reporters. She covered eight White House administrations. The 
motto that she said was shared by her colleagues was “never believe anything until 
it is officially denied.”
When Joe Gorman, the chairman and CEO of TRW, addressed Roundtable in 
1995, he headed a ninety-four-year-old company that built spacecra. It would be 
acquired in 2002 by Northrop Grumman. Gorman’s message was not related to 
the future of space but the future of the country. In his March address, Gorman 
said the United States was “rushing headlong toward bankruptcy because the 
Social Security system is drastically underfunded.”
In July 1995, Roundtable celebrated the dedication of the new downtown Inven-
ture Place, home of the National Inventors Hall of Fame, with an appearance by 
Bruce Lehman, the commissioner of patents and trademarks of the United States.
It was a year dominated by a single court case that played out on national televi-
sion, the trial of football legend O. J. Simpson. In October, Thomas Moyer, chief 
justice of the Ohio Supreme Court, called the high-profile case “an aberration.” 
He also felt that the case, which had become must-see-TV, served to teach impor-
tant lessons—notably the need to maintain public confidence in the justice system.
Mayor Don Plusquellic made his third appearance before Roundtable for his 
January 4, 1996, State of the City address. He said that the baseball stadium, 
Inventure Place, and the John S. Knight Center were once-in-a-lifetime oppor-
tunities that justified the city’s $5-million investment in the O’Neil’s building 
and $8-million upgrade of the Ohio & Erie Canalway and Towpath trail.
A new standard of media coverage would mark the May 16, 1996, address to 
Roundtable by Goodyear’s President and CEO Samir Gibara. For the first time, the 
Roundtable speech was carried on national television, the cable channel C-Span. 
The following Monday, the Akron Beacon Journal reprinted the entire text of Gibara’s 
Roundtable speech, which called for a recognition of America’s changing corporate 
culture. Gibara discussed the need for holding on to core values while modernizing 
manufacturing and marketing. The Egypt-born executive highlighted the impact of 
globalization on the Akron and American economy and what was now a worldwide 
competition for talent. He asked if the Greater Akron area could support schools 
that would educate the workforce Goodyear needed in the future.
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One of Roundtable’s more interesting moments in its forty-year history occurred 
with the August 15, 1996, appearance by Richard Scott. Time labeled him one of 
America’s twenty-five most influential people in 1996 for building the Colum-
bia/HCA hospital system, the largest private for-profit healthcare company in the 
United States. In the summer of 1996, it was being investigated for Medicare aud. 
David Cooper recalls that dealing with Scott’s staff was “like dealing with the 
Kremlin in the Stalin era.” It had always been a Roundtable tradition for speak-
ers to hold a press conference before the day’s speech. Scott was having none of 
that. Cooper found him to be “starchy” and tremendously intense. There was no 
press conference held.
Cooper was the moderator of the question-and-answer period following Scott’s 
speech, which has always consisted of written questions om the audience. CBS 
60 Minutes’ host Mike Wallace had advised Roundtable in advance that he would be 
listening to the speech live on the Internet. When Cooper was handed questions 
om the audience, one was neatly typed out, called in by one of Mike Wallace’s 
producers. “Why won’t you return my phone calls?” it said. Cooper thought about 
it and decided not to put Scott on the spot. (Scott resigned as CEO of Columbia/
HCA in 1997. The company admitted to fourteen felonies and was fined $600 
million, the largest aud settlement in US history. Scott was elected governor of 
Florida in 2010 aer spending roughly $75 million of his own money.) 
The twentieth anniversary of Akron Roundtable was celebrated on Octo-
ber 16, 1996, with a wine reception in the lobby of FirstMerit Bank. Patrons, 
sponsors, board members, and community leaders were invited to mingle to 
the sounds of harp music. There was an ice carving in the shape of the numeral 
“20.” The celebration featured a flyover by the Goodyear Blimp and publication 
of the twenty-year history of Roundtable, compiled by Kiwanis Historian John 
Rebenack, retired director of the Akron-Summit County Public Library.
Mayor Don Plusquellic issued a proclamation and the board introduced its 
new logo with the contemplative sun, which decorated a new banner affixed to the 
podium. The anniversary speech was delivered by former Roundtable president 
William Muse, now president of Auburn University. He reflected on the progress 
in Akron during his tenure as president of the University of Akron, saying he was 
gratified at Akron’s “turnaround.” He contrasted the community’s positive attitude 
in 1996 against what he called a “defeatist” attitude he saw upon arriving in Akron in 
1984. Under the Span the Tracks strategy he launched, UA expanded to the Polsky 
building in 1992, and under his leadership, the College of Polymer Science & Engi-
neering took its place as a center for excellence for research in materials science.
A Decade of New Development 37
Muse also made predictions for the future. This was 1996 and he suggested 
that the new “interactive network” that was under development (the world wide 
web) would likely change the way colleges would teach in the future.
It didn’t take long. Marion Ruebel had become president of the university, 
following the short-lived tenure of Peggy Gordon Elliott. In January 1997, Ruebel 
announced at Roundtable a new fiber-optic link to Medina County schools that 
would be implemented the next day. 
Roundtable’s interest in the development of Akron and in welcoming new 
corporate executives combined in March when Roger Sellew, president and 
CEO of Advanced Elastomer Systems, explained why this joint venture between 
Exxon and Monsanto had chosen that old eyesore of a factory, Building 41 of BF 
Goodrich, for its new headquarters. He was proud of the building’s dramatic 
restoration and the history that the new enterprise recognized—the invention of 
thermoplastic elastomers in Akron. (C. S. Schollenberger of BF Goodrich first 
described the molecules in 1958.)
In February 1998, the chairman of National City Corporation David Daberko 
caused a stir at Roundtable when he referred to small depositors as “transaction 
terrorists”—customers who might generate one hundred dollars a year in revenue 
but expected five hundred dollars in bank services. Daberko predicted that banks 
would continue to segment customers, saying they can’t afford low-profit custom-
ers who have high utilization rates.
The following month, Akron investor James Oelschlager addressed another sold-
out Roundtable to discuss financial markets. Everyone may have wanted a stock tip 
om the brilliant analyst and advisor. Oelschlager was optimistic about the economy 
and when it came to the US stock markets he said, “You ain’t seen nuthin’ yet.”
Roundtable guests got a close look at air travel in 1998 when airline industry 
consultant Michael Boyd said in his May speech that Akron-Canton Airport 
should complement—not compete with—Cleveland Hopkins, citing the success of 
regional carriers like Airtran. In July, Gordon Bethune, chairman and CEO of 
Continental Airlines, shared with Roundtable the plans for the company’s $120 
million expansion at its new Cleveland Hopkins hub.
The profile of the Roundtable audience may have markedly changed for a 
second program in May 1998 when entrepreneur Tami Longaberger filled the 
Tangier ballroom with over six hundred people, many of whom were her mostly 
female sales representatives. The billion-dollar company relies entirely on in-
home sales presentations for revenue. And in what may have been a Roundtable 
first, she brought a basket to sign and offer as a donation. 
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Nearly one thousand people packed into Tangier on December 17, 1998, for 
a stop on the farewell tour by John Glenn. David Cooper says he used the short-
est introduction he ever gave anyone and it produced a standing ovation for the 
seventy-seven-year-old Ohio senator, who was to retire om the Senate the fol-
lowing month. Glenn had recently returned to space as the world’s oldest astro-
naut. He planned to fly his own plane to the Akron-Canton Airport, but icing 
on the wings forced him to drive. The program also celebrated the ninety-fih 
anniversary of the first flight of the Wright Brothers. Glenn explained why he 
was against the impeachment of President Clinton and the dangers of cynicism 
and apathy among voters.
“Only eight hundred” people filled Tangier the first month of 1999 to hear 
newly elected governor Robert Ta praise Akron. “There is no finer example in 
Ohio to demonstrate the benefits of teamwork,” he said, than Akron. The former 
Peace Corps volunteer touted his new plan for Ohio to enlist twenty thousand 
volunteers to tutor kids in reading as part of his “Ohio Reads” initiative. The first 
volunteer to sign up? Ta himself, who returned to Columbus that aernoon to 
spend time with his student.
Beacon Journal Editor Jan Leach may have been the first Roundtable speaker to 
employ audio enhancements with her address when she spoke to Roundtable in 
June 1999. She used tape recordings of John S. Knight to recall his comments 
on journalism and on Akron.
Several sports figures have addressed Roundtable. Browns owner Art Modell 
spoke at the Akron forum before he moved the team to Baltimore. In September 
1999, with the return of the team to Cleveland, Browns President & CEO Car-
men Policy was forced to reflect on the previous Sunday’s 43–0 loss to Pittsburgh. 
“It was a wonderful evening,” Policy said, “right up until the kickoff.”
In December 1999, Luis Proenza, selected to lead the University of Akron 
the preceding year, sounded the themes he hoped would mark his presidency—
research and technology that would shape new industries, new products, provide 
new jobs, and create new wealth. He introduced his $200 million Landscape for 
Learning plan, which would totally change the look and appearance of the hilltop 
campus by the end of his tenure.
From time to time, Roundtable board members have scheduled humorists in the 
model of Will Rogers. Miami Herald columnist Dave Barry spoke in 1990 to a packed 
house. David Cooper secured Barry aer working with him as part of Knight news-
papers’ convention coverage, and as is Roundtable custom, paid no honorarium. 
(Cooper notes that Barry now charges $25,000 and up for appearances.)
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NPR radio host Michael Feldman entertained the Roundtable audience in 
September 2000. He was another speaker who ignored Roundtable’s rules and 
traditions by refusing to provide a script. He relied on the same spontaneous 
improvisational style that he made famous on his Whad’Ya Know? radio hour. He 
poked fun at politicians, at the issues of the day, and at Akron—as only a fellow 
Midwesterner om the Rust Belt could.
It has been a Roundtable tradition, starting in 1988, to have the new mayor of 
Akron address the group following the start of his new term. For Don Plusquellic, 
that meant more appearances at Roundtable than any other individual: 1988, 
1992, 1996, 2000, and 2004.
Aer his 1999 election, Plusquellic’s Roundtable presentation had to be post-
poned when he was hospitalized with food poisoning that he picked up on a winter 
vacation to the Bahamas. The new date for the speech was set for February 3, but 
bad luck continued to follow hizzoner. Just as lunch was finishing, unbeknownst 
to the packed house in the Tangier ballroom, a fire burned a utility pole on the 
city’s west side, shutting down all electricity to West Market Street between down-
town and Highland Square. At Tangier, the ballroom went dark at 11:20 a.m. The 
glow of the mayor’s teleprompter went black. 
Don Plusquellic, Akron’s longest-serving mayor, appeared before the Roundtable audience 
more than any other speaker—ve times. Photo by Bruce Ford, courtesy of the city of Akron
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Plusquellic quipped, “I’ve reached that age where I actually look better in the 
dark.” Because nine hundred people were sitting in the dark—despite Tangier’s 
attempts to circulate candles and flashlights—the mayor deemed the event an 
“emergency.” Akron Fire Department crews (in full turnout gear) appeared at the 
back door of the ballroom with emergency lighting equipment and a generator so 
that the mayor’s teleprompter could be powered up and he could give the speech. 
Power was restored by Ohio Edison crews at 12:10 p.m.
Taking office on the cusp of the new century, Plusquellic talked about the 
success of Joint Economic Development Districts and announced a plan for more 
investments to be made in those townships that partnered with the city—including 
ball fields and new green space that would be preserved for the future.
Later that same month, Ohio’s Superintendent of Public Instruction Susan 
Tave Zelman reflected on the challenges presented by the Ohio Supreme Court’s 
decision that held that the methodology of funding Ohio public schools was illegal 
and unconstitutional. She repeated her strong support for charter schools and 
voucher programs that had been previously criticized for lacking government 
oversight.
The arrival of the new millennium was responsible for several programs. As 
Akron was finishing its long-range plan for the future called Imagine.Akron:2025, 
the director of the visioning effort David Lieberth released the task force’s report 
to the public at his Roundtable appearance in September 2000. The presenta-
tion was reprinted in the Beacon Journal the Monday following the speech, taking 
up two full pages of newsprint—including an editorial and an op-ed column by 
Steve Love.
Elections have always been fodder for Roundtable audiences. In October 
2000, Clark Hoyt, the Pulitzer Prize-winning Washington editor for Knight-
Ridder newspapers, delivered a prescient prediction for the upcoming presiden-
tial election that pitted George W. Bush against Vice President Al Gore. “I refuse 
to predict the outcome,” said Hoyt, who suspected that the 2000 election would 
be “the closest presidential race since Rutherford B. Hayes won the electoral vote 
but not the popular vote in 1876.” 
Within months, the race would be decided by hanging chads om Florida—a 
contest that wound its way to the US Supreme Court. Justices handed the victory 
to Bush in a 5–4 decision. Hoyt decried the state of the national media’s heavy 
reliance on polling and what he called the “yell shows” on Sunday morning televi-
sion that had “no memory, and no shame.”
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Chapter  6
Akron in the New Century
2001–2010
A S AKRON CELEBRATED ITS fourth First Night Akron—the alcohol-ee celebration of the New Year that enlivened downtown with ten thousand-plus revelers in a family-iendly environment—the year 1999 turned to 
2000 without incident. The millennium jitters came and went. An episode called 
Y2K or the so-called millennium bug, now a blip in history, was created when pro-
grammers represented four-digit years with two digits, making 2000 indistinguish-
able om 1900. Everyone checked, fixed, and upgraded their computer systems and 
no predicted disasters ensued.
By 2001, Akron was leveraging its twentieth-century dominance in the tire 
and rubber industry to evolve into a twenty-first century center of research and 
advanced manufacturing in polymers, plastics, composites, metals, and biomedi-
cal engineering. 
In a special edition, “Tech Cities of the Future,” Newsweek listed Akron as one 
of ten “hot tech” cities in the United States. The selection was based on some four 
hundred high-tech firms and thirty thousand high-tech jobs in metropolitan 
Akron and the community’s continuing prominence in the polymer industry.
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The University of Akron’s College of Polymer Science and Polymer Engineer-
ing had become the nation’s largest single center of polymer education, attracting 
polymer-related companies and scientists om around the world, with linkages 
to Kent State University’s global Liquid Crystal Institute. The first academic class 
taught anywhere in the world on the subject of rubber chemistry was held in 1909 
by Charles Knight at what was then Buchtel College, now the University of Akron.
Urban studies expert Edward Hill of Cleveland State University credited the 
university with making Akron a “sticky” location for research activities near 
two of the world’s largest tire companies. Bridgestone’s Technical Center and 
Goodyear’s World Headquarters and Technical Center have remained in Akron. 
(Goodyear’s other technical center is in Luxembourg, and Bridgestone’s other 
technical centers are in Italy and Japan.) 
This was the result of a massive community effort in 2009 led by Mayor Don 
Plusquellic and Summit County Executives James McCarthy and Russ Pry. They 
worked with Governor Ted Strickland and Lieutenant Governor Lee Fisher to 
keep one thousand jobs at Bridgestone in Akron and three thousand jobs at the 
Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company. 
Construction continued to change downtown’s skyline. A new main library 
was dedicated in 2004. The world-class art museum reopened in 2007. In that 
same year, Mayor Plusquellic declared a boomerang-shaped piece of land stretch-
ing om Akron General Medical Center on the south to the campus of City Hos-
pital on the east as Akron’s Biomedical Corridor. Akron Children’s Hospital and 
St. Thomas Hospital were also located in the bend of the district along Route 59. 
The city continued to win accolades for innovation. In 2003, Akron vot-
ers approved an increase in income tax so that a $750-million building project 
could take advantage of state investments in new schools, rebuilding almost all of 
Akron’s school buildings as community learning centers—the only city in Ohio 
to use the income tax as the local match. 
On January 18, 2001, Summit County’s newly elected Executive James McCar-
thy addressed Akron Roundtable aer three weeks on the job. He discussed the 
troubled last days of the administration of county Executive Tim Davis and reas-
sured the community that he would “fire anyone who does anything that is not 
moral.”
In March, the focus was again on the changing roles of women in the work-
place. Psychologist and author Dr. Sylvia Rimm discussed her book, How Jane Won, 
profiling fiy-five successful women. She asked mothers and (especially) fathers 
to value daughters for their achievements, not their appearance.
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The achievements of another local-boy-made-good were on display at the 
August Roundtable. CNN anchor Leon Harris spoke om his position as one 
of the most visible Aican American news anchors in the country. The Buchtel 
High graduate inspired students at Roundtable with stories of his ten-year rise 
at the news network, where he began as an intern and worked his way up to the 
anchor seat. “The evolution in news is constant,” Harris said, but he told students 
present that the day of stories such as his may be a thing of the past. He encouraged 
young people to find a goal and stick with it.
Leon Harris could not have predicted the horror that would take place a month 
later. The new millennium brought with it a day that will forever remain in the 
minds of those who lived through it—a Pearl Harbor for the new century—the 
attacks on the World Trade Center and Pentagon and the downing of Flight 93 
on September 11, 2001. 
Nine days aer the attacks, on September 20, 2001, Roundtable heard om 
reporter Ted Gup, who had written a new book about the undercover agents of the 
CIA. Gup, a Canton native who had cut his teeth at the Akron Beacon Journal and was 
a reporter for the Washington Post, gave the Roundtable audience a sobering appraisal 
of why 9/11 may have happened. He said the CIA was unprepared and had spent 
too much time and too much money on technological intelligence gathering. 
“The boys and their toys have gone wild,” Gup said. He sounded an alarm that 
America needed a new cadre of spies who were fluent in Arabic and could develop 
relationships on the ground in the Middle East.
The following month, the director of the Woodrow Wilson International 
Center for Scholars, former congressman Lee Hamilton, told Roundtable that 
he was aaid a group of young men under the influence of Saudi Arabia would 
“explode” if things didn’t change. (This was ten years before ISIS emerged in 
Iraq.) Hamilton described the new war on terror as a “new kind of war with a 
new kind of enemy.” He gave a sobering assessment of America trying to rebuild 
Afghanistan once the war there ended (President Obama’s exit of troops was 
planned for 2014). “It is no sport for the short-winded.”
A year later, on September 9, 2002, Steve Pomerantz, an FBI agent with 
twenty-seven years experience and the senior advisor on terrorism to the Ameri-
can Jewish Committee, was not, in retrospect, as prescient as Lee Hamilton. 
Pomerantz supported President George W. Bush’s invasion of Iraq. His biggest 
concern was “state-sponsored” terrorism and he told Roundtable two things he 
felt sure of that later proved not be true—that Iraq had weapons of mass destruc-
tion and that Osama Bin Laden was probably dead. (President Barack Obama 
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announced the killing of the Al Qaeda leader by US Special Forces in Abbottabad, 
Pakistan, on May 2, 2011.)
The terror incidents caused a momentary dip in the nation’s economic prog-
ress, and the new decade brought with it a minirecession. However, confidence 
about the US economy oozed forth om the Akron Roundtable podium. Fred-
erick Schwab, president & CEO of Porsche Cars North America, felt that in 
covering financial news the news media oen engaged in “irrational pessimism.” 
One example he cited was the penalty paid by car companies that fail to meet Wall 
Street’s announced expectations. Using “number of cars sold,” said Schwab, was 
oen an incomplete indicator of economic trends. His talk was attended by 450 
people, the number boosted perhaps by invitations to Porsche dealers om the 
state and region.
Over three decades of the Akron Roundtable, the executives of Akron’s General 
Tire and Rubber had addressed the forum numerous times. In December 2001, 
Kevin McMullen, chairman, president, and CEO of General Tire’s progeny—the 
newly created OMNOVA Solutions—used the occasion of his Roundtable speech 
to acquaint community leaders with the new company and its products. OMNOVA 
was a spin-off om GenCorp, which itself had been spun off om General Tire 
aer the tire business was acquired by German-owned Continental AG in 1987.
A panel of regional economic observers shared their concerns with Roundtable 
in January 2002. Greater Akron Chamber President Dan Colantone was joined 
by Dennis Eckert, his counterpart at the Greater Cleveland Growth Association, 
and Professor Edward Hill of Cleveland State University to assess regional col-
laboration. Hill urged more innovation of products that could be manufactured 
in Northeast Ohio. The panel also called for a restructuring of Ohio’s tax code 
for business. (In 2005, the Ohio General Assembly would establish a commercial 
activities tax as part of a series of reforms.)
Kent State University’s new president Carol Cartwright told Roundtable in 
April that the state’s economic potential was being limited because other states had 
invested aggressively in the commercialization of university-produced research, 
and Ohio was falling behind.
Later in 2002, John West, director of the Liquid Crystal Institute at Kent 
State University, buttressed Cartwright’s remarks, sharing his opinion that Ohio 
needed to ante up to support research om the university laboratories to the fac-
tory floor. West offered some encouragement, arising om their experience of a 
dozen small firms that already had been able to take advantage of KSU’s research 
and had used that research to commercialize products.
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In December, the chairman and CEO of BF Goodrich spin-off PolyOne called 
for “recapturing Ohio’s role as an entrepreneurial hotbed that spawned new com-
panies.” Tom Waltermire urged the Roundtable audience to think beyond the 
region and look at Ohio as a force in the national economy. Citing statistics on 
the number of companies and amount of tonnage produced, he described Ohio’s 
polymer industry as a “sleeping giant.” Waltermire predicted growth for the state 
in the information technology sector, along with bioscience—segments of the 
economy that Ohio could establish itself as a global leader. 
As “google” became a verb, print as a medium was becoming a fashion of 
the past as more people relied on Internet-based sources for news. Akron Beacon 
Journal Publisher Jim Crutchfield addressed Roundtable in June 2002 to discuss 
the restructuring of the newspaper, noting that advertising sales the prior year 
had been “disappointing.” Crutchfield said the Beacon Journal was looking for a 
new business model, one that was reallocating resources to meet the challenges 
presented by the movement of news to digital platforms.
When Don Plusquellic made his fih appearance before Roundtable on August 
19, 2004, he spoke not as mayor of Akron, but as president of the US Conference 
of Mayors, an office to which he had been elected by the nation’s mayors. Unlike 
his annual State of the City addresses, which had developed a reputation for 
humor, sarcasm, and unpredictability, his Roundtable address was in the words 
of multiple observers, “almost presidential.” This time he was speaking om 
the vantage point of a national constituency, mayors striving to have national 
candidates and congressional hopefuls listen to their issues about the nation’s 
crumbling inastructure during a presidential election year, and preserving the 
federal-local partnership of the Community Development Block Grant program 
started by Richard Nixon.
Cleveland Mayor Frank Jackson addressed Roundtable in September 2006. 
Taking a cue om Don Plusquellic’s JEDD initiative, Jackson said he was entering 
into no-poaching agreements with neighboring communities to meet the expan-
sion goals of the Cleveland Cavaliers and University Hospitals without sparking 
a fight. He said he and Plusquellic had discussed the competition that existed 
between the two cities over water deals in northern Summit County. “Neither 
one of us is going to benefit by being hostile,” Jackson said.
When Anthony Alexander, CEO of Akron’s FirstEnergy Corporation, 
addressed Roundtable in December 2007, he was able to announce a $2 million 
pledge to the University of Akron to create the FirstEnergy Advanced Energy 
Research Center to support the capture of carbon particles om coal-burning 
46 T H E A K R O N R O U N D TA B L E
plants and the development of coal-based fuel cells. Alexander reflected on the 
company’s progress in the ten years since its merger with Centerior Energy cre-
ated the FirstEnergy Corporation. He discussed the challenges of building new 
generating sources of electricity to meet future demands, especially in an envi-
ronmentally sensitive world where coal was under attack as a fuel source, and new 
nuclear plants were the subject of debate.
Healthcare became a equent Roundtable topic in the decade. There were 
guests om pharmaceutical companies like Robert Essner of Wyeth Pharma-
ceuticals and James Lenehan of Johnson & Johnson (2003) and mental health 
experts Dr. Michael Hogan of Ohio’s Department of Mental Health (2003) and 
Dr. Stevan Hobfoll of Summa’s Center for Study of Stress (2005). Hospital sys-
tem leaders Dr. Toby Cosgrove of Cleveland Clinic (2008) and Thomas Strauss, 
president of Summa Health System (2009), and Richard Davidson (2003) and 
Richard Umbdenstock (2010) of the American Hospital Association addressed 
the Roundtable. The Roundtable also heard om educators like Cynthia Capers 
of the College of Nursing at the University of Akron (2002); Dr. Lois Nora, 
NEOUCOM (2004); Gigi Kwik Gronvall, University of Pittsburgh Medical Cen-
ter (2005); and Baiju Shah of BioEnterprise (2010).
Roundtable Moments
When Akron industrialist, attorney, and developer David Brennan spoke to Round-
table in February 1989, he had the good fortune of being introduced by business 
woman, board member, and community activist Kathryn Hunter. Kathryn was nothing 
if not chic in her choice of apparel, which was perfect for every occasion according to 
her son David, later a Roundtable board member and president. Kathryn loved hats. 
David Brennan loved a hat—a ten-gallon white Stetson he wore everywhere, including 
to the Roundtable. David Hunter remembers the moment that Kathryn stepped to the 
podium to make her introduction, radiating condence and wearing a white hat with 
a wide brim trimmed in fur. “I loved it,” David recalls.
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Managing the Millennial Years
2011–2016
W HEN WILLIAM STRAUSS AND Neil Howe published their 2000 book Millennials Rising: The Next Great Generation, they gave a name and an identity to the generation born between 1980 and 2000 who were in the process of 
maturing as new leaders in every community.
Akron had jumpstarted its own initiative to integrate the new generation into 
leadership positions in 2004 when the city, university, and chamber of commerce 
hired nationally known author and expert Rebecca Ryan to canvass the city’s 
young professionals. It created a movement that continues to the present day.
When he looks at the members of the millennial generation on the Akron 
Roundtable board and the growing numbers that are in attendance at monthly 
events, board member David Hunter is excited by the future. “They are changing 
everything about our community for the better.”
Nothing contributed more to the impact of the new generation of leaders—a 
constant subject for coverage by the Akron Beacon Journal—than the investments made 
by the John S. and James L. Knight Foundation. Two program managers, Josh 
McManus and Kyle Kutuchief, became investors in and leaders of almost every 
new initiative since 2012 to change the way Akron’s government and nonprofit 
sectors are doing business.
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The people of Greater Akron continue to enjoy a wealth of cultural offerings—
Broadway shows, concerts to suit every musical taste, and a myriad of theatrical 
productions staged at the E. J. Thomas Performing Arts Hall, the Akron Civic 
Theatre, Lock 3, and Lock 4, along with cozier clubs like Blu Jazz and Jilly’s. The 
Akron Symphony Orchestra recently celebrated its sixty-fih birthday and the 
Tuesday Musical Association of Akron recently celebrated 125 years.
Baseball fans flock to Canal Park Stadium, home of the Akron RubberDucks—
the Cleveland Indian’s AA team—newly infused with energy om owner Ken 
Babby. The Akron Zips opened the twenty-seven-thousand-seat InfoCision Sta-
dium, LeBron James returned home in 2014 to bring an NBA championship to 
Northeast Ohio, and a sports tradition since the 1950s, PGA tournaments are 
hosted each summer at the world-famous Firestone Country Club, home of the 
Bridgestone Invitational. Sports Illustrated looked for one sports symbol for each state 
and chose Akron’s All-American Soap Box Derby, which recently celebrated its 
seventy-fih year, as Ohio’s best sports symbol. 
When the founder and CEO of Akron’s Main Street Gourmet Steve Marks 
addressed Roundtable in October 2011, he heaped praise on Akron for its com-
munity investment in making the Akron Marathon, founded in 2004, one of the 
top fiy marathons in the United States, drawing over fieen thousand partici-
pants each fall with its marathons and relays.
When Akron looks around for an iconic representation of the community, they 
usually think of the Goodyear Blimp. Or maybe a soap box derby racer, a canal 
boat, the clock towers of every rubber company, or even the Gate Lodge of Stan 
Hywet, where Alcoholics Anonymous was founded in 1935. But for the modern 
era, the most equent symbol of Akron’s innovation and manufacturing supe-
riority might be a squirt of an alcohol-based liquid that occurs one billion times 
every day around the world—the use of Purell™, the ubiquitous hand sanitizer 
invented by Akron’s GOJO Industries.
In his 2010 address to Roundtable at Quaker Station, Chairman Joe Kanfer 
shared the riveting story of the company’s founding at the Grove Street home in 
West Akron occupied by his aunt and uncle, Jerry and Goldie Lippman. GOJO 
began when Jerry watched his wife come home om the rubber factory during 
World War II, challenged by the impossible task of removing carbon black om 
her hands. Workers used benzene to get rid of the lampblack, but it was a danger-
ous chemical that irritated the skin.
In 1946, Jerry Lippman came up with a product that would remove lampblack 
safely and could easily be rinsed off with water. He made a batch mixer om 
Managing the Millennial Years 49
random parts and started making the product in his garage at night, selling it 
om the back of his car during the day. Kanfer detailed the journey om the 
washing machine in the basement of the home where his aunt and uncle lived to 
the GOJO of 2016 that is responsible for the brand Purell™.
Another modern-day icon needed an update in 2012 when Richard Kramer 
became the seventh chairman of Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company to address 
Roundtable since its founding in 1976—the year that Charles Pilliod cononted 
a storm of changes in the global economy. Kramer reflected on years past when, 
as he said, “Goodyear’s tire business was fighting for its life.” The strategy that 
Kramer stewarded in the closing days of the turnaround provided Goodyear with 
an aggressive younger generation of workers—along with new customers, new 
sales, and increased profitability.
Looking back on the transformative decisions made by his predecessors over 
four decades, Kramer was preparing to move his three thousand Akron associates 
into a brand new world headquarters building and North American tire head-
quarters, adjacent to the Goodyear Akron Technical Center. The chairman said 
the building—designed to promote creativity and collaboration—would also be a 
symbol of the new Goodyear and a progressive Akron.
In 2009, Roundtable moved its monthly meetings to Quaker Station at the University of Akron. 
Photo by Joseph Levack, Studio Akron
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In the latest succession of University of Akron presidents to appear before 
Roundtable—beginning with Dominic J. Guzzetta in 1981—Scott Scarborough 
became the sixth chief executive of the university to address Roundtable in August 
2014. Later removed as president by its board of trustees in May 2016, Scarbor-
ough used his Roundtable appearance to outline his plans for the first hundred 
days of his presidency, six weeks aer taking over the reins om Luis Proenza. Of 
the management principles he dictated to his staff of forty top managers, the one 
that was last on the list but first in the publicity surrounding his talk was “pick up 
trash,” a characteristic that he felt was a “reliable indicator of effective leadership.”
What had not changed in the world since Roundtable’s early assessments of ter-
rorism fieen years before were the threats to American eedom that dominated 
the work of the Central Intelligence Agency. In June 2015, retired CIA Director 
Michael Morell—a Cuyahoga Falls native—appeared before Roundtable to paint a 
sobering picture of the state of the world. More dangerous than threats of physical 
violence, Morell said, were threats posed by cyberterrorism, supported by states 
like North Korea, Iran, and even China. “The amount [of money] made by cyber 
criminals,” Morell said, “is more than what is made by trade in illicit drugs.” He 
defended the work of the National Security Agency and its collection of mega data 
as an important tool in the fight against terrorists of all kinds.
When Dorothy Ridings appeared before Roundtable in March 2016, it marked 
her third appearance before the forum. It was part of Roundtable’s fortieth anni-
versary celebration, which included “signature” speakers om the past who were 
revisiting Akron to provide new insights on their lives.
Ridings first appeared at the Akron podium in September 1983 as president 
of the League of Women Voters of the United States. “The ‘gender gap’ is real,” 
said Ridings in her first speech in Akron. “It’s more than a term coined by the 
press.” Ridings pointed to the gap in pay between men and women, particularly 
college-educated women who were, in some cases, making less than men who did 
not complete high school.
She returned in April 1997 as president and CEO of the Council on Founda-
tions, a national association of some two thousand foundations and corporations 
that make charitable grants. In 2016, as a board member for the Commission 
on Presidential Debates, her topic was the current state of political discourse. 
The commission was established in 1987 to sponsor and produce debates for the 
United States presidential and vice presidential candidates.
51
Chapter  8
Bringing the World to Akron
T HE HISTORY OF THE Akron Roundtable overlays five decades of American history and local events that at times have been tumultuous and on other occasions, exhilarating. Over the forty-year period, there were seismic shis 
in culture—at work, om a time when executives dictated correspondence to a sec-
retary who typed letters and made carbon copies for mailing, to a day when almost 
everyone texts messages anywhere in the world instantaneously. The changes were no 
less impactful at home, with expectations for women and families changing dramati-
cally om the seventies to the second decade of the new century. 
Through all the transformations in American life and the lives of the people 
of Greater Akron, the Akron Roundtable has been a ship—steady at anchor—in a 
sea that at times was filled with uncertainty, confusion, and conflict.
“We started om nothing,” says founding board member Duane Isham. “And 
we created a very valuable asset for the community.”
So, what is the Akron Roundtable?
It is a speech. A prepared text, delivered by an expert or notable figure who 
brings new information and ideas on a subject of interest to the Akron audi-
ence. “Roundtable’s legacy is bringing prominent people with interesting ideas 
to Akron,” says life member David Cooper, a former president. 
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It is lunch. About four hundred people gather monthly ready to see and be 
seen when the doors open at 11:30 a.m. “The speech was important,” notes former 
board member and president Marie Covington. “But chances are you could read 
[the speech] if you wanted—in a library [in 1976] or online [in 2016]. It was the 
interaction that was the important part of Roundtable,” she says. 
It is questions om the audience and answers om the guest. “It has been a 
great forum,” says Michael Douglas, editorial page editor of the Akron Beacon Journal, 
a former board member and president. “There have been lots of smart people on 
the podium and in the audience. We need to be talking about big ideas.”
The heart and the soul of the institution of Roundtable, however, has resided 
with its board of directors, self-selected over forty years and subject to no author-
ity but their own consciences and driven by their mission.
“I learned om Dave Cooper that the board’s role was identifying speakers 
and using their contacts to fulfill the mission of bringing the world to Akron,” 
says Douglas. “We were a working board, exchanging ideas in a relaxed setting. 
It was a pretty lean operation.”
Douglas and Hunter agree that not every month produced a winning speaker 
that met their high expectations. “Going to every Roundtable is like going to see 
every new movie,” Hunter says. “You’ll see all the Oscar winners in any year, but 
you’ll also see a lot of movies that don’t rate two stars.” Hunter and Douglas say 
they’ve had high hopes for a speaker who’s turned out to be a dud. Others, for 
whom expectations were low, soared beyond expectations.
In July 1990, when he was president of the organization, William Muse asked 
board members to join him in a day-long retreat. Aer fourteen successful years 
of producing one speaker every month of the year, it was time to reflect. Notes 
om the session, held at the university’s Heisman Lodge near the Rubber Bowl, 
summarize the deliberations:
“Our future is bright. Roundtable functions well, and people leave meetings   
happy and enthusiastic.”  
“Our strength is in the numbers of people attending, averaging 438, 
and the caliber of speakers. We have gained stature in the community.”  
“Our mission is to be a public forum on current issues and shaping the public 
discussion. Even to be salty at times.”
As for the future, the board looked out om 1990 and the biggest concerns were 
the age of the audience and the need to attract more people under forty. There 
was an additional concern that Roundtable not be looked at as “a club of old men 
getting together.” Some felt there was a lack of diversity in speakers.
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The list of speakers (see the Appendix) demonstrates that the board was mostly 
successful in attracting speakers of diversity who spoke on a wide range of subjects. 
And today, the population at a Roundtable lunch is looking younger and more 
diverse as well.
Roundtable has never stood still. 
Its sessions were broadcast live on WKSU for many years. In recent years the 
speech is broadcast on a delayed basis, but since January 2011, is also available for 
ee download as a MP3 file on the Roundtable’s website.
In 2016, Roundtable began the transition om using only written questions 
om the audience. Instead of the white three-by-five-inch cards that were the 
staple for thirty-nine years, audiences may now use a mobile device to access a 
platform in the cloud to post questions to the moderator.
Roundtable is a speech, a lunch, and a question-and-answer session. But it has 
one other characteristic that separates it om other public forums.
Roundtable is Akron. “Like the Soap Box Derby, the PGA, and the marathon,” 
says David Hunter, attorney, board member, and former president. “It’s distinc-
tively ‘Akron’ and one of the best aspects of living here. This is an old school event, 
showcasing some of the best qualities of our Midwestern city. The invocation and 
the pledge of allegiance may strike some as a little bit corny, but it’s genuine.”
A major benet of Akron Roundtable has been networking opportunities—the ability to meet 
and greet other members of the community. Photo by Joseph Levack, Studio Akron
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While the speeches are no longer prepared on a typewriter but a computer 
keyboard or iPad; while recordings are digitally posted to the web; while questions 
are sent to the stage electronically, one characteristic of Roundtable remains—it 
is still bringing the world to Akron aer forty years.
Roundtable Moments
When Todd Purdum spoke on October 16, 2008, he was a national editor for Vanity 
Fair. He had been the White House correspondent for the New York Times and was 
married to President Clinton’s former press secretary Dee Dee Myers. 
David Hunter had asked Purdum, his former classmate at Princeton, to come to 
Akron. Hunter picked him up at the airport and made arrangements for a car to return 
him to Cleveland immediately after the luncheon. 
Purdum had been the one to clean out the desk of the late legendary New York 
Times reporter R. W. “Johnny” Apple Jr., an Akron native and himself a Roundtable 
speaker. Purdum had come across some curious gold coins in Apple’s desk with the 
word “Swenson’s” stamped on them. Purdum asked Hunter if he might know what 
this “Swenson’s” might be! 
Hunter instructed the driver to swing by Wallhaven after the Roundtable to make 




This history of the Akron Roundtable is also a history of Greater Akron over 
five decades. It was made possible because of the foresight of the Akron Round-
table Board of Directors, who wanted to eeze in time the forty years of accom-
plishments that they will continue to build on in years to come.
The author was first approached to take on the project by former Roundtable 
president Barbara Feld, who has been the inspiration for so many arts and cul-
tural organizations over the years; board member Sandra Smith, who has always 
had a keen interest in the community and its history; and the organization’s cur-
rent Administrative Director Joan Lauck, who is the picture of professionalism 
in all the work she does to keep Roundtable alive, well, and growing. Thanks to 
each of them for their confidence.
Previous administrators George Brittain, Jim Nolte, and Alberta Hensley 
built an archive of materials that fills nine boxes at the University of Akron 
Archives. The minutes of board meetings provide some fascinating glimpses into 
the operations of Roundtable over the years. The author gained a new apprecia-
tion for the thousands of hours invested by volunteers who served Roundtable 
between 1976 and 2016.
Many thanks to the director of the University of Akron Archives Vic Fleischer 
and archives associates Craig Holbert, John Ball, and Mark Bloom for their assis-
tance with the materials. 
The starting point for any writing on the history of Akron Roundtable must 
begin with the research and first-person interviews conducted by John Rebenack 
for the twentieth anniversary in 1986. His work was most useful in writing about 
the founding of Roundtable and its early years.
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I am indebted to a long line of Akron Beacon Journal reporters, who over 480 
months, prepared reports on the speakers for the next day’s newspaper. Scores 
of reporters contributed their talents to capturing the thoughts and words of the 
speakers.
Finally, this work could not have been published without the careful attention 
of Jon Miller, director of the University of Akron Press and Amy Freels, edito-
rial and design coordinator of the Press. I am grateful for all of their suggestions 
and assistance in turning the words and pictures into a book that helps mark the 






List of Speakers, 1976–2016
DATE SPEAKER TITLE AND ORGANIZATION
May 6, 1976 C. William O’Neill Chief Justice, Supreme Court of Ohio
June 2, 1976 Herbert Richey Chairman, National Chamber of 
Commerce
September 16, 1976 Paul A. Poorman Editor, Akron Beacon Journal
October 14, 1976 Carla Hills Secretary, Housing and Urban 
Development
October 28, 1976 Howard Metzenbaum Candidate, US Senate, Ohio
November 18, 1976 Dr. William Falor Akron Researcher and Surgeon, Akron 
City Hospital
Dr. Alex Guira Urologist, Akron Children’s Hospital
December 9, 1976 Clifford Grum Publisher, Fortune
January 27, 1977 Judge Margaret Driscoll President, National Juvenile Judges 
Association
March 3, 1977 Jack Myers Publisher, Sports Illustrated
April 7, 1977 James A. Rhodes Governor, State of Ohio
May 19, 1977 Harold Graham Senior Vice President, Amtrak
June 16, 1977 M. G. O’Neil President, General Tire and Rubber 
Company
November 10, 1977 Dr. W. Gerald Austen President-elect, American Heart 
Association
December 16, 1977 Dr. Brage Golding President, Kent State University
February 16, 1978 David Peters US Department of Energy
March 9, 1978 John D. Backe President, CBS, Inc.
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May 25, 1978 James N. Sites National Association of Manufacturers
July 20, 1978 Douglas A. Fraser President, United Auto Workers
August 31, 1978 Richard Fleming Group Vice President, Air Products & 
Chemicals, Inc.
September 14, 1978 John B. Connally Former Governor, State of Texas
October 19, 1978 Arthur B. Modell President, Cleveland Browns
November 16, 1978 Richard F. Celeste Lieutenant Governor, State of Ohio
December 14, 1978 James O’Leary Vice Chairman, US Trust Company of 
New York
January 18, 1979 Allen D. Pearson US Weather Bureau
February 15, 1979 Glenn H. Meadows President, McNeil Corporation
March 15, 1979 Thomas Moody Mayor, City of Columbus, Ohio
April 12, 1979 I. W. Abel Past President, United Steelworkers of 
America
May 10, 1979 F. G. Buck Rogers Vice President of Marketing, IBM
July 26, 1979 Frank Mankiewicz President, National Public Radio
August 16, 1979 William E. McDonald President & Chief Executive Ofcer, 
Ohio Bell Telephone Company
September 13, 1979 William G. Milliken Governor, State of Michigan
October 11, 1979 John D. Ong Chairman & Chief Executive Ofcer, BF 
Goodrich Company
November 15, 1979 Roy Ray Mayor-elect, City of Akron, Ohio
December 20, 1979 Paul Phillips Sr. Vice President, Standard Oil
January 17, 1980 Donald P. Hodel President, National Electric Reliability 
Council
February 14, 1980 Walter J. McNerney President & Chief Executive 
Ofcer, Blue Cross and Blue Shield 
Associations
March 20, 1980 William Reece Smith Jr. President-elect, American Bar 
Association
April 17, 1980 Richard Riley Chairman & Chief Executive Ofcer, 
Firestone Tire and Rubber Company
May 15, 1980 Maurice Jobe President, Goodyear Aerospace
June 19, 1980 Harold L. Enarson President, Ohio State University
July 24, 1980 Richard T. Thornburgh Governor, Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania
August 21, 1980 Gordon E. Heffern President, Chief Operating Ofcer and 
Director, Society National Bank and 
Society Corporation
September 18, 1980 John W. Galbreath Developer
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October 16, 1980 William H. Tankersley President, National Better Business 
Bureau
November 6, 1980 Dr. Sidney Kraus Department of Communications, 
Cleveland State University
November 20, 1980 Gary Matthews Special Advisor on Soviet Affairs, US 
State Department
December 18, 1980 Rene C. McPherson Chairman of the Board, Dana 
Corporation
January 15, 1981 Ralph Widner President, Academy for Contemporary 
Problems and National Training and 
Development Service
February 19, 1981 Dr. Dominic J. Guzzetta President, University of Akron
March 19, 1981 Damon Keith Judge, US Court of Appeals, Sixth 
Circuit
April 16, 1981 James R. Cheek Deputy Assistant Secretary of Inter-
American Affairs, US State Department
May 21, 1981  Robert A. Liebelt Provost and Dean, Northeastern Ohio 
Universities College of Medicine
June 18, 1981 Julia Walsh Chairman, Julia M. Walsh & Sons, Inc.
July 16, 1981 John Glenn US Senator, State of Ohio
August 13, 1981 Anthony M. Pilla Bishop, Cleveland, Ohio
September 10, 1981 Michael Danoff Director, Akron Art Institute
October 15, 1981 Charles J. Pilliod Jr. Chairman and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company
November 19, 1981 M. Brock Weir Chairman and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
AmeriTrust Company of Cleveland
December 17, 1981 Roy Ray Mayor, City of Akron, Ohio
John Morgan County Executive, Summit County, 
Ohio
January 14, 1982 Lawrence Fouraker Retired Dean, Harvard Business School
February 18, 1982 John Nevin President, Firestone Tire and Rubber 
Company
March 18, 1982 Harvey Heinbach Senior Executive and Auto Industry 
Analyst, Merrill Lynch
April 1, 1982 Philip Caldwell Chairman, Ford Motor Company
April 15, 1982 Dr. Beurt SerVaas Publisher, Saturday Evening Post
May 20, 1982 Charles Brown Chairman, American Telephone and 
Telegraph Company
June 17, 1982 Robert W. Clark President, Goodyear Aerospace
July 15, 1982 John D. Lockton Jr. President and Chief Operating Ofcer, 
Warner Amex Cable Communications, 
Inc.
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August 19, 1982 Dr. Edward Jennings President, Ohio State University
September 16, 1982 Frederick P. Currier Chairman of the Board and Chief 
Executive Ofcer, Market Opinion 
Research
October 14, 1982 C. Jack Tankersley Chairman and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
Consolidated Natural Gas Company
November 18, 1982 Richard F. Celeste Governor-elect, State of Ohio
December 16, 1982 Milan Stone President, United Rubber Workers
January 20, 1983 Richard M. DeVos President, Amway Corporation
February 17, 1983 Dr. Michael Schwartz President, Kent State University
March 10, 1983 General James V. Hartinger Commander in Chief, North American 
Aerospace Defense Command 
(NORAD) and Commander, US Air 
Force Space Command
April 21, 1983 Charles S. Robb Governor, Commonwealth of Virginia
May 19, 1983 Gordon Gund President and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
Gund Investment Corporation
June 16, 1983 Robert H. Dedman President, Club Corporation of 
America
July 7, 1983 Samuel Riley Pierce Secretary, Housing and Urban 
Development
July 21, 1983 Jack Gilstrap Executive Vice President, American 
Public Transit Association
August 18, 1983 John F. Fisher Senior Vice President, Bank One 
Corporation
September 15, 1983 Dorothy Ridings President, League of Women Voters of 
the United States
October 20, 1983 Andrew J. Stofan Director, NASA Lewis Research Center, 
Cleveland
November 17, 1983 Robert E. Mercer Chairman and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company
December 15, 1983 Ralph Regula Congressman, US Congress, Ohio 16th 
District
John Seiberling Congressman, US Congress, Ohio 14th 
District
January 19, 1984 William E. Deardon Vice Chairman and Chief Executive 
Ofcer, Hershey Foods
February 16, 1984 Thomas Sawyer Mayor, City of Akron, Ohio
March 15, 1984 Alfred S. Dietzel Director, Department of Development, 
State of Ohio
April 12, 1984 Robert Schuller Senior Minister, Crystal Cathedral, 
California
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April 19, 1984 Alex McMahon President, American Hospital 
Association
May 17, 1984 Lee Brodeur President and Chief Operating Ofcer, 
Firestone Tire and Rubber Company
June 21, 1984 Bernard Vernier-Palliez French Ambassador to the United 
States
July 26, 1984 John E. Jacob President, National Urban League
August 16, 1984 Alton W. Whitehouse Jr. Chairman and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
SOHIO, the Standard Oil Company
September 20, 1984 David Ragone President, Case Western Reserve 
University
October 4, 1984 William L. Weiss Chairman and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
Ameritech
October 18, 1984 Judith Resnik Astronaut, NASA
November 15, 1984 Clarence M. Pendleton Chairman, US Commission on Civil 
Rights
December 13, 1984 Julien L. McCall Chairman and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
National City Corporation
January 17, 1985 William E. Falsgraf President-elect, American Bar 
Association
February 21, 1985 E. Mandell de Windt Chief Executive Ofcer, Eaton 
Corporation
March 21, 1985 Dr. William Muse President, University of Akron
April 18, 1985 James Gels President, Akron Beacon Journal
May 23, 1985 Saul Ludwig Executive Vice President, Security 
Analyst, Roulston & Company, Inc.
June 20, 1985 Martha C. Mautner Deputy Director, Ofce of Soviet and 
Eastern European Affairs
July 18, 1985 Dr. Mary Jane Jesse Vice President, Scientic Affairs, 
American Heart Association
August 15, 1985 Charles Marshall Executive Vice President, AT&T
September 19, 1985 A. W. (Bill) Reynolds President and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
GenCorp
October 17, 1985 Evan Turner Executive Director, Cleveland Museum 
of Art
November 21, 1985 Dr. Colin Campbell Dean of Medical School, Northeastern 
Ohio Universities College of Medicine
December 19, 1985 Robert Mahoney President and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
Diebold, Inc.
January 27, 1986 Bill Gradison Congressman, US Congress, Ohio 2nd 
District
Don J. Pease Congressman, US Congress, Ohio 13th 
District
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February 20, 1986 Jim Lehrer Associate Editor and Coauthor, The 
MacNeil/Lehrer Newshour
February 27, 1986 Homer Wadsworth Former President, Cleveland 
Foundation
March 20, 1986 John J. Gilligan Former Governor, State of Ohio and 
Professor of Law, University of Notre 
Dame
April 17, 1986 Kenneth Haas General Manager, Cleveland Orchestra
May 15, 1986 William Friday President, University of North Carolina
June 12, 1986 Gordon S. Macklin President, National Association of 
Securities Dealers
June 19, 1986 William H. Webster Director, Federal Bureau of 
Investigation
July 17, 1986 John M. McMillion Publisher, Akron Beacon Journal
August 28, 1986 Jerry Faust Head Football Coach, University of 
Akron
September 18, 1986 R. W. Apple Jr. Chief Washington Correspondent, 
New York Times
October 16, 1986 Weldon W. Case Chairman and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
ALLTEL Corp.
November 20, 1986 Keith E. Crain Vice Chairman, Crain Communications
December 18, 1986 Patrick C. Ross Chairman and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
Uniroyal Goodrich Tire Company
January 15, 1987 George V. Voinovich Mayor, City of Cleveland, Ohio
January 22, 1987 Robert E. Mercer Chairman and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company
February 19, 1987 S. Frederick Starr President, Oberlin College
March 19, 1987 Ian Ross President, AT&T, Bell Laboratories
April 16, 1987 Dr. Leonard L. Berry President, American Marketing 
Association
May 7, 1987 Bernard L. Schwartz CEO, Loral Corporation
May 21, 1987 Justin T. Rogers President and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
Ohio Edison Company
June 25, 1987 Wayne Angell Board of Governors, Kansas, Federal 
Reserve Board, Washington, DC
July 23, 1987 William B. Coulter Chancellor, Ohio Board of Regents
July 30, 1987 Charles J. Pilliod Jr. US Ambassador to Mexico
August 6, 1987 General James Abrahamson Director, Strategic Defense Initiative 
Organization
August 20, 1987 Stanley Gault Chairman and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
Rubbermaid Corp.
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September 3, 1987 Robert McEwen Congressman, US Congress, Ohio 6th 
District
September 17, 1987 George Conrades Vice President and Group Executive, 
IBM Info. Systems
October 1, 1987 Rita Dove US Poet Laureate, Pulitzer Prize Winner
October 15, 1987 Archibald L. Gillies President, World Policy Institute
November 19, 1987 R. W. Timken Jr. Chairman of the Board, Timken 
Company
December 17, 1987 Tom Sawyer Congressman, US Congress, Ohio 14th 
District
Ralph Regula Congressman, US Congress, Ohio 16th 
District
January 21, 1988 Donald L. Plusquellic Mayor, City of Akron, Ohio
February 19, 1988 Dr. James Howell Senior Vice President & Chief 
Economist, First National Bank of 
Boston
March 10, 1988 James S. Polshek Senior Partner, James Steward Polshek 
& Partners
April 21, 1988 Robert Boyd Chief Washington Correspondent, 
Knight-Ridder Newspapers
May 19, 1988 William C. Zekan Chief Executive Ofcer, A. Schulman, 
Inc.
June 16, 1988 Paul Leonard Lt. Governor, State of Ohio
July 21, 1988 John Hostutler President, Industrial Management 
Council
July 27, 1988 General Alfred M. Gray Commandant of the US Marine Corps, 
Member, Joint Chiefs of Staff
August 18, 1988 John Heldrich Corporate Vice President, Johnson & 
Johnson
September 1, 1988 Dick Crum Head Football Coach, Kent State 
University
September 15, 1988 James Milinazzo Executive Director, Lowell Plan, Inc.
September 29, 1988 Sidney B. Williams President of the Board, Inventor’s Hall 
of Fame
October 13, 1988 Joseph P. Hulihan Vice President, Delaware Diamond 
State Telephone Company
November 17, 1988 William Hudnut III Mayor, City of Indianapolis, Indiana
December 15, 1988 Raymond D. Meyo President and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
TELXON Corporation
January 19, 1989 W. Lee Hoskins President, Federal Reserve Bank of 
Cleveland
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February 16, 1989 David L. Brennan Chairman of the Board, Berlin Group
March 16, 1989 George Forbes President, City Council, Cleveland, 
Ohio
April 13, 1989 James K. Batten President and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
Knight-Ridder
May 18, 1989 Dr. Marvin L. Goldberger Director, Institute of Advanced Study
June 15, 1989 Jack Heckel President, GenCorp
July 20, 1989 Akira Yeiri President, Bridgestone Corporation
August 17, 1989 Dr. Hanna Holborn Gray President, University of Chicago
September 21, 1989 Horst Urban Chairman and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
Continental AG
October 15, 1989 David S. Liederman Chief Executive Ofcer, Child Welfare 
League of America
November 2, 1989 Cazzell Smith Executive Director, East Akron 
Community House
Ted Schneiderman Akron Municipal Judge
Tony O’Leary Deputy Mayor, City of Akron, Ohio
Ted Zeigler Chief Executive Ofcer, Community 
Drug Board
Fred Zuch Chief of the Criminal Division, Summit 
County Prosecutor’s Ofce
November 17, 1989 James M. Stephens Chairman, National Labor Relations 
Board
December 14, 1989 Tom Sawyer Congressman, US Congress, Ohio 14th 
District
Ralph Regula Congressman, US Congress, Ohio 16th 
District
January 13, 1990 Creed Black President, John S. and James L. Knight 
Foundation
February 15, 1990 Dr. George W. Knepper Distinguished Professor of History 
and University Historian, University of 
Akron
March 15, 1990 Tom H. Barrett Chairman and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company
April 19, 1990 Katherine W. Fanning Former Editor, Christian Science 
Monitor and Past President, American 
Association of Newspaper Editors
May 24, 1990 Christopher Harte Publisher, Akron Beacon Journal
June 21, 1990 Randall L. Tobias Vice Chairman, AT&T
July 19, 1990 James M. Biggar Chairman and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
Nestle Enterprises
August 23, 1990 Charles Otto Vice Chairman, Xerox
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September 27, 1990 David Barry Syndicated Columnist, Miami Herald, 
Knight-Ridder
October 18, 1990 Dr. Gordon Gee President, Ohio State University
November 15, 1990 David M. Jones Chief Economist, Aubrey G. Lanston & 
Company
December 13, 1990 Scott Lyons Managing Partner, KPMG, Peat 
Marwick Main & Co.
Vernon Odom Executive Director, Akron Community 
Service Center and Urban League
Robert E. Mercer Former Chief Executive Ofcer, 
Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company
Kathy Stafford Vice President for Institutional 
Development, University of Akron
Jesse Williams, Sr. Vice President for Equal Employment 
Opportunity, Goodyear Tire & Rubber 
Company
January 17, 1991 C. William Keck, M.D., M.P.H Director of Health, City of Akron, Ohio 
and President, American Public Health 
Association
February 21, 1991 George V. Voinovich Governor, State of Ohio
March 28, 1991 Earle Harbison President, Monsanto
May 16, 1991 Dr. Carol Cartwright President, Kent State University
June 20, 1991 William H. Considine President, Children’s Hospital Medical 
Center of Akron
July 18, 1991 George Aucott Chief Executive Ofcer, Bridgestone/
Firestone
August 15, 1991 Richard W. Pogue Managing Partner, Jones, Day, Reavis 
& Pogue
September 19, 1991 Robert W. Teater Acting Director, The Wilds, 
International Center for the 
Preservation of Wild Animals
October 17, 1991 John J. McDevitt Economist, 3M Company
November 21, 1991 Dr. Gertrude Elion Scientist Emeritus, Wellcome Research 
Laboratories
December 12, 1991 James H. Ross President and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
BP America
January 16, 1992 Donald L. Plusquellic Mayor, City of Akron, Ohio
January 30, 1992 Dr. John T. (Ted) Sanders Ohio Superintendent of Public 
Instruction
February 20, 1992 Dr. E. Charles Galloway President and Chief Executive 
Ofcer, Edison Polymer Innovation 
Corporation
March 19, 1992 Dr. Michael Salkind President, Ohio Aerospace Institute
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April 16, 1992 Rick Bay President, Cleveland Indians
May 21, 1992 John P. Debo Jr. Superintendent, Cuyahoga Valley 
National Recreation Area
June 18, 1992 Dolores Wharton President, Fund for Corporate 
Initiatives, Inc.
July 16, 1992 Joseph M. Clapp Chairman and President, Roadway 
Services, Inc.
August 20, 1992 Walter Williams Chairman and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
Rubbermaid, Inc.
September 17, 1992 Clark Hoyt Washington Bureau Chief, Knight-
Ridder Newspapers
October 15, 1992 Dr. Peggy Gordon Elliott President, University of Akron
October 29, 1992 Dennis E. Eckart Congressman, US Congress, Ohio 11th 
District
November 19, 1992 Helen Thomas White House Correspondent, United 
Press International
December 17, 1992 Dr. Elaine H. Hairston Chancellor, Ohio Board of Regents
January 14, 1993 Norman Y. Mineta Chairman, House Subcommittee on 
Surface Transportation
February 18, 1993 Stanley Gault Chairman and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company
March 18, 1992 Howard L. Flood President and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
First Bankcorporation of Ohio
April 15, 1993 Russell R. Gifford President, East Ohio Gas Company
May 13, 1993 John D. Ong Chairman and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
BF Goodrich Company and Chairman, 
Ohio Business Roundtable
June 3, 1993 Jeanne Jones Nutrition Columnist and Author, Eating 
Smart: the ABC’s of the New Food 
Literacy
June 17, 1993 Frances Seiberling 
Buchholzer
Director, Ohio Department of Natural 
Resources
July 15, 1993 Kenneth L. Coss International President, United Rubber 
Workers
August 19, 1993 Vernon Loucks Chairman and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
Baxter International
September 23, 1993 Dr. Norman S. Blacklow President and Dean, Northeastern 
Ohio Universities College of Medicine
October 21, 1993 Scott Whitlock Executive Vice President, Honda of 
America
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November 18, 1993 Richard L. Davidson President, American Hospital 
Association
December 16, 1993 Dr. Frank N. Kelly Dean, College of Polymer Science and 
Engineering, University of Akron
January 20, 1994 John L. Dotson Jr. Publisher, Akron Beacon Journal
February 17, 1994 Jerry L. Jordan President, Federal Reserve Bank of 
Cleveland
March 24, 1994 Dr. Johnnetta B. Cole President, Spelman College
April 21, 1994 Terry Pluto Author and Columnist, Akron Beacon 
Journal
May 19, 1994 Dr. Robert Bergman Director, Cleveland Museum of Art
June 16, 1994 David Shriber President and General Manager, John 
S. Knight Center
Karl Hay Chairman, Akron/Summit Convention 
& Visitors Bureau
July 21, 1994 Dr. Guion S. Bluford Jr. Retired, US Air Force and NASA 
astronaut (1978–1993) and Vice-
President and General Manager, 
NYMA Engineering Services
August 18, 1994 Dr. Ada Deer Assistant Secretary for Indian 
Affairs, Bureau of Indian Affairs, US 
Department of Interior
August 25, 1994 Mary Means Urban Planner
September 15, 1994 Dr. Helen K. Cleminshaw Professor, Child and Family 
Development, University of Akron 
and Coordinator, United Nations 1994 
International Year of the Family for 
Summit County
October 20, 1994 Dr. Barbara Ross-Lee Dean, College of Osteopathic 
Medicine, Ohio University
November 17, 1994 Michael DeWine Senator, US Senate, Ohio
December 15, 1994 Delano E. Lewis President and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
National Public Radio
January 19, 1995 Willard R. Holland President and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
Ohio Edison Company
February 16, 1995 John B. Yasinsky President and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
GenCorp
March 16, 1995 Joseph T. Gorman Chairman and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
TRW
April 20, 1995 Dick Feagler Columnist and Television 
Commentator
May 18, 1995 Jacqueline F. Woods President and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
Ameritech Ohio
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June 15, 1995 Steve Minter Executive Director, Cleveland 
Foundation
June 29, 1995 Bruce A. Lehman Assistant Secretary of Commerce 
and Commissioner of Patents and 
Trademarks
July 20, 1995 Marilyn vos Savant Author and Columnist, Parade 
Magazine
August 17, 1995 Leonard Slatkin Festival Director, Cleveland 
Orchestra’s Blossom Music Festival
September 21, 1995 Brian Williams Superintendent, Akron Public Schools
October 19, 1995 Thomas Moyar Chief Justice, Ohio Supreme Court
November 9, 1995 Dennis Barrie Director, Rock and Roll Hall of Fame
December 14, 1995 Hugh Price President, National Urban League
January 2, 1996 Donald L. Plusquellic Mayor, City of Akron, Ohio
January 18, 1996 Jo Ann Davidson Speaker, Ohio House of 
Representatives
February 15, 1996 Dr. Nancy S. Dye President, Oberlin College
March 21, 1996 John R. Cochran President and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
FirstMerit Corporation
April 18, 1996 Martin D. Franks Senior Vice President, CBS, Inc.
May 16, 1996 Samir F. Gibara President and Chief Operating Ofcer, 
Goodyear Tire & Rubber
May 30, 1996 Hugh B. Price President and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
National Urban League
June 20, 1996 Ralph Hofstad Executive Director, Russian Farm and 
Community Project
July 18, 1996 Linda Allard Designer and Author
August 15, 1996 Richard Scott President and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
Columbia/HCA
September 19, 1996 Gary Blonston Washington Bureau Chief, Knight-
Ridder Newspapers
October 17, 1996 William Muse President, Auburn University
November 21, 1996 John F. Fiedler Chairman and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
Borg-Warner Automotive, Inc.
December 19, 1996 Robert W. Gillespie Chairman, Chief Executive Ofcer, and 
President, KeyCorp
January 16, 1997 Dr. Marion Ruebel President, University of Akron
February 20, 1997 David L. Burner Chief Executive Ofcer, President, and 
Director, BF Goodrich Company
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March 20, 1997 Roger Sellew President and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
Advanced Elastomer Systems
April 17, 1997 Dorothy S. Ridings President and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
Council on Foundations
May 15, 1997 Dr. Rosabeth Moss Kanter Professor of Business Administration, 
School of Business Administration, 
Harvard University
June 19, 1997 Michael W. Wickham President and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
Roadway Express
July 17, 1997 James E. Dalton Jr. President, Chief Executive Ofcer, and 
Director, Quorum Health Group
August 21, 1997 Dr. Mitchell D. Kahan Director, Akron Art Museum
September 18, 1997 Dr. Paul A. Goble Director of Communications, Radio 
Free Europe
October 16, 1997 Frances McGovern Author, Written on the Hills: The 
Making of the Akron Landscape
October 30, 1997 Robert Stanton Director, National Park Service
November 20, 1997 I. Michael Heyman Secretary, Smithsonian Institution
December 11, 1997 Brian D. Tucker Publisher and Editorial Director, Crain’s 
Cleveland Business
January 15, 1998 Dr. John M. Goff Superintendent of Public Instruction, 
Ohio Department of Education
February 19, 1998 David A. Daberko Chairman and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
National City Bank
March 19, 1998 James D. Oelschlager President and Chief Investment 
Ofcer, Oak Associates
April 16, 1998 Dr. G. Benjamin Oliver President, Hiram College
May 7, 1998 Michael J. Boyd President and Chief Executive 
Ofcer, Boyd Group/Aviation Systems 
Research Corporation
May 21, 1998 Tami Longaberger President, Longaberger Company
June 18, 1998 Walter G. Sellers President, Kiwanis International
July 16, 1998 Gordon M. Bethune Chairman and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
Continental Airlines
August 20, 1998 Liane Hansen & Will Shortz Weekend Edition Hosts (Sunday), NPR
September 17, 1998 George Becker International President, United 
Steelworkers of America
October 1, 1998 Mary Lynn Cusick National President, Public Relations 
Society of America
October 15, 1998 Cedric W. Dempsey President, National Collegiate Athletic 
Association
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November 19, 1998 Barbara A. Greene Executive Director, Summit Education 
Initiative
December 17, 1998 John H. Glenn Senator, US Senate, Ohio
January 21, 1999 Robert A. Taft Governor, State of Ohio
February 18, 1999 Steve Love & David Giffels Coauthors, Wheels of Fortune: The 
Story of Rubber in Akron
March 18, 1999 Dr. William Kirwan President, Ohio State University
April 1, 1999 George V. Voinovich Senator, US Senate, Ohio
April 22, 1999 Hodding Carter III President, Chief Executive Ofcer, and 
Trustee, John S. and James L. Knight 
Foundation
May 20, 1999 Michael J. Marks Executive Director and Chief Executive 
Ofcer, Health Museum of Cleveland
June 17, 1999 Janet C. Leach Editor and Vice President, Akron 
Beacon Journal
July 15, 1999 Roger E. Herman Strategic Business Futurist and Author
August 19, 1999 Joseph P. Viviano Vice Chairman, Hershey Foods 
Corporation
September 16, 1999 Carmen Policy President and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
Cleveland Browns
October 7, 1999 Ted Kennedy Jr. Attorney and Advocate for the Civil 
Rights of Persons with Disabilities
October 21, 1999 David B. Cooper Retired Associate Editor, Akron Beacon 
Journal
November 18, 1999 Dr. Wojtek Chodzko-Zajko President, International Society on 
Aging & Physical Activity
December 16, 1999 Dr. Luis Proenza President, University of Akron
February 3, 2000 Donald L. Plusquellic Mayor, City of Akron, Ohio 
February 17, 2000 Dr. Susan Tave Zelman Superintendent of Public Instruction, 
Ohio Department of Education
March 16, 2000 Hunter Hurst Director, National Center for Juvenile 
Justice
April 20, 2000 Steven L. Smith NASA Astronaut and Payload 
Commander, Space Shuttle Discovery
May 18, 2000 William B. Rogers President, Trust for Public Land
June 15, 2000 John L. Dotson Jr. President and Publisher, Akron Beacon 
Journal
July 20, 2000 David Fink President and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
Inventure Place
August 17, 2000 Marsha Johnson Evans National Executive Director, Girls 
Scouts of the USA
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September 7, 2000 Michael Feldman Creator and Host, Whad’Ya Know?, 
Public Radio International
September 21, 2000 David A. Lieberth Chairman, Imagine: Akron
October 19, 2000 Clark Hoyt Washington Editor, Knight Ridder 
Newspapers
November 16, 2000 Robert L. Darbelnet President and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
American Automobile Association
December 21, 2000 H. Peter Burg Chairman and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
FirstEnergy Corp.
January 18, 2001 James B. McCarthy Summit County Executive
February 15, 2001 Lt. Gen. Daniel Christman Superintendent, US Military Academy 
at West Point, NY
March 1, 2001 Dr. Sylvia Rimm Child Psychologist, Family 
Achievement Clinic, Cleveland Clinic
March 15, 2001 John C. Nicolls Senior Vice President, Architecture 
and Design, Hyatt Corporation
April 5, 2001 Morris Weinberg Lead Counsel, US Attorney’s Ofce, 
Southern District of New York
April 19, 2001 Michael DeWine Senator, US Senate, Ohio
May 17, 2001 Mary Regula Founder and President, National First 
Ladies Library
June 21, 2001 Frederick J. Schwab President and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
Porsche Cars North America
July 19, 2001 Dr. Jill Ker Conway Past President, Smith College
August 16, 2001 Leon Harris Co-anchor CNN Live This Morning, 
CNN 
September 20, 2001 Theodore Gup Author, The Book of Honor: The Secret 
Lives and Deaths of CIA Operatives
Shirley Wormser Professor of Journalism, Case Western 
Reserve University
October 18, 2001 Lee Hamilton Director, Woodrow Wilson 
International Center for Students
November 15, 2001 Christopher M. Connor Chairman and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
Sherwin-Williams
December 20, 2001 Kevin M. McMullen Chairman and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
OMNOVA Solutions
January 17, 2002 Daniel Colantone President, Greater Akron Chamber
Dennis E. Eckart President and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
Greater Cleveland Growth Association
Edward Hill Professor of Urban Studies and Public 
Administration, Cleveland State 
University
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February 21, 2002 Ya-Hui Wang Music Director, Akron Symphony 
Orchestra
March 21, 2002 Dr. Esther Sternburg Integrative Neural Immune Program 
Chief, Section on Neuroendocrine 
Immunology and Behavior, National 
Institutes of Mental Health
April 18, 2002 Dr. Carol A. Cartwright President, Kent State University
May 16, 2002 Peter J. Pestillo Chairman and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
Visteon Automotive
June 20, 2002 James N. Crutcheld Publisher, Akron Beacon Journal
July 18, 2002 Sharon Darling President and Founder, National 
Center for Family Literacy
August 15, 2002 Dr. John West Director, Liquid Crystal Institute, Kent 
State University
September 9, 2002 Steve Pomerantz Vice President, Institute for the Study 
of Terrorism & Political Violence
September 19, 2002 Dr. Sylvester Small Superintendent, Akron Public Schools
October 17, 2002 Rob Loos Jr. Partner, TLC Entertainment
November 21, 2002 Dr. Cynthia Capers Dean, College of Nursing, University 
of Akron
December 12, 2002 Thomas A. Waltermire Chairman and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
PolyOne Corporation
January 16, 2003 Sherrod Brown Congressman, US Congress, Ohio 13th 
District
Steven LaTourette Congressman, US Congress, Ohio 14th 
District
Timothy Ryan Congressman, US Congress, Ohio 17th 
District
February 20, 2003 Robert Essner Chairman, President and Chief 
Executive Ofcer, Wyeth Corporation
March 20, 2003 James Dielman National Service Consultant, Junior 
Achievement, Inc.
April 17, 2003 Jane Campbell Mayor, City of Cleveland, Ohio
May 1, 2003 Ronald A. Brown Director of Planned Giving, Princeton 
University
May 15, 2003 Craig A. Masback Chief Executive Ofcer, USA Track & 
Field
June 19, 2003 Dr. Michael F. Hogan Director, Ohio Department of Mental 
Health
July 17, 2003 James Lenehan President and Vice Chairman of the 
Board of Directors, Johnson & Johnson
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August 21, 2003 Stephen A. Perry Administrator, US General Services 
Administration
September 18, 2003 Richard Davidson President, American Hospital 
Association
October 2, 2003 Len Komoroski President, Cleveland Cavaliers/Gund 
Arena Company 
Jim Paxson President and General Manager, 
Basketball Operations, Cleveland 
Cavaliers
October 16, 2003 Dr. George W. Knepper Professor Emeritus of History, 
University of Akron
November 20, 2003 Sandra Pianalto President and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
Federal Reserve Bank of Cleveland
December 11, 2003 Patrick Schiavone Design Director, Ford Motor Company
January 15, 2004 Dan Rice President and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
Ohio & Erie Canal Corridor Coalition
February 19, 2004 Wayne P. Lawson Executive Director, Ohio Arts Council
March 18, 2004 Robert Keegan Chairman of the Board, Chief 
Executive Ofcer, and President, 
Goodyear Tire & Rubber
April 1, 2004 Dennis Archer President, American Bar Association
April 15, 2004 Lt. General Paul T. 
Mikolashek
Inspector General, US Army
May 20, 2004 Robert C. Farley President, Team NEO
June 17, 2004 Lawrence Small Secretary, Smithsonian Institute
July 22, 2004 Watts Wacker Chief Executive Ofcer, Firstmatter, 
LLC
August 19, 2004 Donald L. Plusquellic President, US Conference of Mayors
September 16, 2004 Dr. Larry P. Arnn III President, Hillside College
October 21, 2004 John Walcott Washington Bureau Chief, Knight 
Ridder Newspapers
November 18, 2004 Dr. Lois Margaret Nora President and Dean, Northeastern 
Ohio Universities College of Medicine
December 16, 2004 Dr. Kathryn E. Sullivan President and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
Center of Science and Industry (COSI)
January 20, 2005 Dr. Stevan E. Hobfoll Director, Summa-Kent State University 
Center for Treatment and Study of 
Traumatic Stress
February 17, 2005 Dr. Stanford Ovshinsky President and Chief Technology 
Ofcer, Energy Conversion Devices 
Inc.
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March 17, 2005 Joseph L. Galloway Senior Military Correspondent, Knight-
Ridder Newspapers
April 21, 2005 Roger Duncan Deputy General Manager, Austin 
Energy
May 19, 2005 Dr. Kenneth L. Gladish National Executive Director, YMCA of 
the USA
June 16, 2005 Kevin E. Fry President, Scenic America
July 21, 2005 Dr. Kevin Boyle Associate Professor of History, Ohio 
State University
August 18, 2005 Dr. Gunter E. Weller Professor of Geophysics Emeritus, 
Alaska Climate Research Center, 
University of Alaska
September 15, 2005 Frederick R. Nance Managing Partner, Squire, Sanders & 
Dempsey L.L.P.
October 20, 2005 Henry E. Flanagan Jr. Headmaster, Western Reserve 
Academy
November 17, 2005 James W. Grifth President and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
Timken Company
December 15, 2005 Gigi Kwik Gronvall Fellow at the Biosecurity Center and 
Assistant Professor of Medicine, 
University of Pittsburgh Medical 
Center
January 19, 2006 Judge Andrew P. 
Napolitano
Senior Judicial Analyst, Fox News 
Channel
February 16, 2006 Anthony Chan Managing Director and Senior 
Economist, JPMorgan Asset 
Management
March 16, 2006 Joe Leonard Chairman and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
AirTran Airways
April 20, 2006 Rob Curley Director of New Media and 
Convergence, Naples Daily News
May 18, 2006 Christina De Paul Dean, Corcoran Gallery of Art + 
Design
June 1, 2006 Lauren Rich Fine Managing Director, Global Research 
Securities & Economics, Merrill Lynch
June 15, 2006 John D. Ong Former US Ambassador to Norway
July 20, 2006 Dr. Steven J. Gage President and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
MAGNet
August 17, 2006 Dr. Wil Blechman Past President, Kiwanis International
September 21, 2006 Frank Jackson Mayor, City of Cleveland, Ohio
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October 19, 2006 Alberto Ibarguen President and Chief Executive 
Ofcer, John S. and James L. Knight 
Foundation
November 16, 2006 Carolyn J. Lukensmeyer Founder and President, 
AmericaSpeaks
December 14, 2006 Angela Glover Blackwell Founder and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
PolicyLink
January 18, 2007 Ted Strickland Governor, State of Ohio
February 15, 2007 Stuart Levey Undersecretary of Terrorism and 
Financial Intelligence, US Treasury 
Department
March 15, 2007 Dr. Lester A. Lefton President, Kent State University
April 19, 2007 Dr. John C. Green Director, Ray C. Bliss Institute of 
Applied Politics, University of Akron 
and Senior Fellow, Pew Forum on 
Religion and Public Life
May 17, 2007 Edward R. Moss Publisher, Akron Beacon Journal
June 21, 2007 Richard D. Cochran President and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
Western Reserve Land Conservancy
July 19, 2007 Peter J. Elliot US Marshall for the Northern District 
of Ohio
August 16, 2007 David E. Gilbert President and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
Greater Cleveland Sports Commission
September 20, 2007 Christopher Wilkins Music Director, Akron Symphony 
Orchestra
October 18, 2007 Howard Gudell Principal, SGI Global Business Advisors 
and Founder and Former President, 
Ohio Israel Chamber of Commerce
November 15, 2007 Stephen G. Post Author, Why Good Things Happen 
to Good People and Professor of 
Bioethics, Case Western Reserve 
University
December 13, 2007 Anthony J. Alexander President and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
FirstEnergy Corp.
January 17, 2008 Gordon Gee President, Ohio State University
February 21, 2008 Ted Curtis Vice President, Capital Planning and 
Facilities Management, University of 
Akron
March 20, 2008 Eric Fingerhut Chancellor, Ohio Board of Regents
April 17, 2008 Ed Kowalchick Executive Director, Association of 
Boarding Schools
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May 15, 2008 David Lawrence President, Early Childhood Initiative 
Foundation and University Scholar 
for Early Childhood Development & 
Readiness, University of Florida
June 19, 2008 Dr. Toby Cosgrove President and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
Cleveland Clinic
July 17, 2008 Edna Landau Director of Career Development, 
Colburn School
August 21, 2008 Diane Casey-Landry Senior Executive Vice President and 
Chief Operating Ofcer, American 
Bankers Association
September 25, 2008 Kathrine Switzer Marathon Runner/Broadcaster
October 16, 2008 Todd Purdum Author and National Editor, Vanity Fair
November 20, 2008 Timothy R. Toppen President and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
Veyance Technologies
December 11, 2008 Christine Brennan Author and Contributor, USA Today
January 15, 2009 Mark Schweitzer Senior Vice President and Director of 
Research, Federal Reserve Bank of 
Cleveland
February 19, 2009 E. J. Dionne Editor, Washington Post
March 19, 2009 Thomas J. Strauss President, Summa Health System
April 16, 2009 Stuart Lichter President, Industrial Realty Group
May 21, 2009 Paul Helmke President, Brady Center to Prevent 
Gun Violence
June 18, 2009 Alan Tonelson Research Fellow, US Business & 
Industrial Council Educational 
Foundation
July 16, 2009 Sam Speck Commissioner, International Joint 
Commission on Great Lakes Public 
Policy Committee
August 20, 2009 Larry Schweiger President, National Wildlife Federation
September 17, 2009 Jim Gibbons President and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
Goodwill Industries International
October 15, 2009 Ellen Stirn Mavec Chairman, Campaign for the Cleveland 
Museum of Art
November 19, 2009 Joe Gingo President and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
A. Schulman, Inc.
December 10, 2009 Fred Cummings President, Elizabeth Park Capital 
Management
January 21, 2010 Baiju Shah President and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
BioEnterprise
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February 18, 2010 Richard Herman Coauthor, Immigrant, Inc.
March 18, 2010 Reverend Dr. Gloria White-
Hammond
Founder, My Sister’s Keeper
April 15, 2010 Joel Smirnoff President, Cleveland Institute of Music
May 20, 2010 Walter W. Bettinger II President and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
Charles Schwab Corporation
June 17, 2010 Terry Schwarz Interim Director, Cleveland Urban 
Design Collaborative, Kent State 
University 
July 15, 2010 Jeff Shesol Author, Supreme Power
August 4, 2010 Tim Finchem Commissioner, PGA Tour
August 19, 2010 Joe Kanfer Chairman and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
GOJO Industries
September 16, 2010 Richard Umbdenstock President and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
American Hospital Association
October 21, 2010 Noah Adams Senior Correspondent, NPR
November 18, 2010 Tina Tchen Director of the White House, Ofce of 
Engagement
December 9, 2010 Dr. Mody Alkhalaf Director of Cultural and Social Affairs, 
Cultural Mission of the Royal Embassy 
of Saudi Arabia
January 31, 2011 Sherrod Brown Senator, US Senate, Ohio
 February 17, 2011 Dr. Frank Douglas President and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
Austen BioInnovation Institute
March 17, 2011 Gary Hanson Executive Director, Cleveland 
Orchestra
April 21, 2011 Maureen O’Connor Chief Justice, Ohio Supreme Court
May 19, 2011 Richard Vedder Professor of Economics, Ohio 
University
June 2, 2011 Caleb Porter Head Soccer Coach, University of 
Akron
June 16, 2011 Dr. Evalyn Gates Executive Director and Chief Executive 
Ofcer, Cleveland Museum of Natural 
History
July 8, 2011 Corbin Bernsen Actor, Writer, and Director, 25 Hill
August 18, 2011 Stan Austin Superintendent, Cuyahoga Valley 
National Park
September 15, 2011 Richard Smucker Chief Executive Ofcer, J. M. Smucker 
Company
October 4, 2011 Governor John Kasich Governor, State of Ohio
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October 20, 2011 Steve Marks Chief Executive Ofcer, Main Street 
Gourmet
November 17, 2011 Dr. Jay Gershen President, Northeast Ohio Medical 
University
December 8, 2011 Robert W. Briggs President, GAR Foundation
January 9, 2012 Rob Portman Senator, US Senate, Ohio
February 16, 2012 Joe Pusateri Owner and President, Elite Homes
March 15, 2012 Eric Nuzum Vice President for Programming, NPR
April 19, 2012 Rick McQueen President and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
Akron-Canton Airport
May 17, 2012 Ned Hill Dean and Professor, College of Urban 
Affairs, Cleveland State University
June 21, 2012 Michael Alkire Chief Operating Ofcer, Premier 
Healthcare Alliance
July 19, 2012 Jim Tressel Vice President for Strategic 
Engagement, University of Akron
August 16, 2012 Eric Anthony Johnson Executive Director, University Park 
Alliance
September 20, 2012 Dr. Sarah Friebert Director, Haslinger Family Pediatric 
Palliative Care Center, Akron Children’s 
Hospital
October 18, 2012 Dr. Tim Stover President and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
Akron General Health System
November 15, 2012 Glen de Vries Board President, Dancing Classrooms 
of New York City and the National 
Dancing Classrooms Network
December 13, 2012 Richard Kramer Chairman, President and Chief 
Executive Ofcer, Goodyear Tire & 
Rubber Company
January 17, 2013 Ronald M. Sega Vice President and Enterprise 
Executive for Energy and the 
Environment, Ohio State University
February 21, 2013 William Strickland Jr. President and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
Manchester Bidwell Corporation
March 21, 2013 Rochelle Behrens Founder and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
The Shirt by Rochelle Behrens
April 18, 2013 David Adkins Executive Director and Chief Executive 
Ofcer, Council of State Governments
May 16, 2013 Ken Babby Owner and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
Akron Aeros
June 20, 2013 Shannon O’Neil Senior Fellow for Latin America 
Studies, Council on Foreign Relations
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July 18, 2013 Terry Bowden Head Football Coach, University of 
Akron
August 8, 2013 Thomas Nobbe Executive Director, Gay Games 9
September 19, 2013 Timothy Dimoff Founder and President, SACS 
Consulting
October 17, 2013 James Bennett Senior Vice President, Merchandise 
Mart Properties, Inc.
November 21, 2013 Amy Freitag Executive Director, New York 
Restoration Project
December 12, 2013 Mark Masuoka Executive Director and Chief Executive 
Ofcer, Akron Art Museum
Paul Jarrett Executive Director, Akron Symphony 
Orchestra
Jarrod Hartzler Executive Director, Tuesday Musical 
Association
January 16, 2014 Frank LaRose Senator, State of Ohio 
Ted Celeste Director, Next Generation
February 20, 2014 Jennifer Bradley Fellow, Brookings Institution
March 20, 2014 Dirk Hayhurst Retired Professional Baseball Player, 
Author, and Broadcaster
April 17,2014 Bob Spitz Author, The Remarkable Life of Julia 
Child
May 15, 2014 Roderick McNealy Principal, McNealy Advanced 
Communications
June 19, 2014 Steven Dettelbach United State Attorney, Northern Ohio 
District
July 17, 2014 Diane Laney Fitzpatrick Author, The Journey of a Thousand 
Miles . . . is for Amateurs
August 7, 2014 Dr. Scott Scarborough President, University of Akron
August 21, 2014 Marcia Fudge Congresswoman, US Congress, Ohio 
11th District
September 18, 2014 Alison Malmon Founder and Executive Director, 
Active Minds
October 16, 2014 Dr. Beverly Warren President, Kent State University
November 20, 2014 Jimmy Haslam Owner, Cleveland Browns
December 11, 2014 Marty Kress Vice President, Research Business 
Developer, Ohio State University
January 15, 2015 Mark Cohen Publisher, Akron Beacon Journal
January 27, 2015 Steven Johnson Author, How We Got to Now: Lessons 
from History’s Unsung Innovators
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February 19, 2015 Thomas N. Tyrrell Founder and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
GLBio
Dr. Peter Niewiarowski Professor of Evolutionary Biology 
and Integrated Biosciences (IBS) and 
Director, Biomimicry Fellowships, 
University of Akron
Dr. Ven Ochaya Director, Entrepreneurship and 
Sustainability MBA programs, Baldwin 
Wallace University
March 19, 2015 Ellen Mosley-Thompson Professor, Department of Geology, 
Ohio State University
April 16, 2015 Virginia Albanese President and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
FedEx Custom Critical
Traci Buckner Director of Specialty Programs, Akron 
Public Schools
Mark Schefer President, Leadership Akron
Robb Briggs President, Northeast Ohio Council on 
Higher Education
May 15, 2015 Dr. Louis Sullivan Former Secretary, US Department of 
Health & Human Services
June 3, 2015 Michael Morell Former Deputy Director, CIA
June 18, 2015 David Greene Morning Edition Host, NPR
July 16, 2015 Dr. Thomas Malone President and Chief Executive Ofcer, 
Summa Health
August 20, 2015 Danielle Sarver Coombs Associate Professor in the School of 
Journalism and Mass Communication, 
Kent State University
September 17, 2015 John Norquist Author and Urban Developer
October 15, 2015 Craig Kenkel Superintendent, Cuyahoga Valley 
National Park
November 19, 2015 John Farber Head of School, Old Trail School
December 10, 2015 Charles Jones President & CEO, FirstEnergy Corp.
January 28, 2016 Dan Horrigan Mayor, City of Akron, Ohio
February 18, 2016 Renee Powell Professional Golfer and Educator, 
Ladies Professional Golf Association
March 17, 2016 Dorothy Ridings Board Member, Commission on 
Presidential Debates
April 21, 2016 Jason Kelly New York Bureau Chief, Bloomberg 
News
Kishore Lulla Group Executive Chairman, Eros 
International
May 19, 2016 Dr. Johnnetta Cole President Emerita, Spelman College 
and Bennett College for Women
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June 23, 2016 R. J. Nemer Senior Vice President, IMG Golf 
Division
July 21, 2016 Patrick J. Kennedy Cofounder, One Mind and Founder, 
Kennedy Forum
August 18, 2016 Dr. W. Gerald Austen Edward D. Churchill Distinguished 
Professor of Surgery, Harvard Medical 
School and Surgeon-in-Chief, 
Emeritus, Massachusetts General 
Hospital
September 15, 2016 Theaster Gates Chicago-based Artist and Founder & 
Artistic Director, Rebuild Foundation
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NAME TERM
W. Richard Wright 1973-1978
Paul A. Poorman 1979
Duane L. Isham 1980
David B. Cooper 1981
Barbara Hiney 1982
William D. Woolredge 1983
Ronald D. Glosser 1984
Howard L. Flood 1985
William Miller 1986
John E. Perry 1987
Emil A. Voelz, Jr. 1988
Marie E. Covington 1989
William V. Muse 1990
Kathryn M. Hunter 1991
Michael J. Conner 1992
Paul K. Christoff 1993
Scott A. Lyons, Jr. 1994
Barbara D. Mathews 1995
James R. Williams 1996
NAME TERM
Judith B. Isroff 1997
Carol A. Cartwright 1998
William E. Glaeser 1999
Jody Bacon 2000
Mitchell D. Kahan 2001
David M. Hunter 2002
Michael M. Douglas 2003
Luis M. Proenza 2004
Linda L. Gentile 2005
Ronald C. Allan 2006
Kathleen A. Rice 2007
John R. Adams 2008
David Jennings 2009
Katie S. Rennard 2010 & 2011
H. Leigh Gerstenberger 2012
Barbara A. Feld 2013
Jacqueline A. Silas-Butler 2014
Michael J. Swartz 2015
Steven P. Schmidt 2016
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2016 Board of Directors
President  Steven P. Schmidt
President-Elect  Mark Schefer
Vice President  Jon Stefanik
Secretary  David M. Hunter
























Joan Lauck, Administrative Director
Julie Ann Hancsak, Marketing/Communications Manager
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Previous Board Members
In grateful appreciation for their service and dedication to The Akron Roundtable and  
to the Region






































































Robert W. Loos, Jr.
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Charles J. Pilliod, Jr.
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Douglas J. Powley
Paul A. Poorman






Dr. Marion A. Ruebel






























Akron Roundtable Speaker Series collection. University of Akron Archives.
Akron Roundtable files. Akron Roundtable.
Interviews











Akron/Summit Convention & Visitors Bureau, www.visitakron-summit.org. 
“Akron Quick Facts om the US Census Bureau,” http://quickfacts.census.gov 
/qfd/states/39/3901000.html.
Books and Periodicals
“Akron, City on the Move.” Northern Ohio Live, July 1985.
“Akron’s Story.” Crain’s Cleveland Business, December 16, 2002, S1–S9.
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